
 

  
   

 

 

 

 

PSP is actively supporting education recovery 

The past two years have culminated in bleak learning 
circumstances for many children, starkly affecting the most 
vulnerable learners. We anticipate that education recovery 
for teachers and learners will be long and arduous. 

PSP’s consultations with teachers, and electronic surveys 
conducted in October 2021 helped identify a range of critical 
issues for training and support for 2022. Accordingly, we 
mobilised our resources to focus on these across Language 
teaching, Maths and Natural Sciences & Technology (NST). 
PSP courses and classroom support continue to purposefully 
integrate practical teaching and learning strategies to reach 
children where they are right now, and identify appropriate 
pathways towards developing critical concepts, aligned with 
the Annual Teaching Plans. 

PSP understands that this strategy of differentiation, coupled 
with intensive support is needed to help teachers reconnect 
with children and revitalise classroom learning. 

We applaud the daily successes teachers are able to achieve 
with children as they strive to make up learning losses and 
gaps, frustrated by limited access to technology and other 
resources, whilst dealing with uncertainty and their own 
personal trauma. 

Let us remember though that it takes a village to raise a child. 
We therefore ALL have an important role to play in keeping 
teaching and learning moving forward-teachers, schools, 
parents, care-givers, NGO’s, communities etc. 

We will celebrate gains where we can.  

 

Dr. Zorina Dharsey 

 

PSP will be running workshops on ‘Climate Change’ 
to support the City of Cape Town’s ‘Smart Living Handbook’. 

Tracy-Lee joined the PSP team in 
January 2022. With 11 years’ 

experience in the Foundation 
Phase, and her passion for 
teaching, she is a valuable and 
highly skilled new addition.  

Tracy-Lee was introduced to 
PSP when she attended a 

workshop on Measurement at a 
time when there was little 

support offered on how to teach this 
concept in class. 

“I believe that learning should always be fun, innovative and 
interactive. Joining the phenomenal PSP team has been a great 
honour and I look forward to making a noticeable difference and 
to be a source of support for those teachers seeking help.” 

Schools participating in the 
2021/2022 PSP/Counting with 
Coronation Foundation Phase Maths 
Project were delighted to receive 
their Maths kits during Term 1. 
Teachers value the opportunity for 
children to use this interactive 
equipment to learn and consolidate 
difficult concepts, such as ‘Time’. Our 
thanks to Coronation Fund Managers 
who fund this important project in 25 
primary schools. 

 

 

 

 

From the Director We warmly welcome 

Tracy-Lee Stevens! 

 

Booking essential for all courses – see programme for booking links 

A L L  P S P  C O U R S E S  A R E  S A C E  A C C R E D I T E D  

Maths Kits Magic 

PSP partners with the 
City of Cape Town on 

being ‘Climate Smart’ 

Book for 9 
March on 

https://pspcrm.
org.za/join/Dgjj

zN7ONP6 
 

https://pspcrm.org.za/join/DgjjzN7ONP6
https://pspcrm.org.za/join/DgjjzN7ONP6
https://pspcrm.org.za/join/DgjjzN7ONP6
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Ke e p i ng  yo u  up  t o  da t e  w i t h  P SP  t eac h e r  d e v e l o pme nt  

Wendy Hitchcock is back with the PSP 
team in 2022 to present her unique 
environmental education grade specific 
workshops for teachers and learners.  

 

 

 

 

 

“I find the online courses very 
informative; it covers the topics we were 
struggling with last year e.g. the 
content; online courses are easy to 
access in the comfort of our house; they 
are in the morning and by 12pm we are 
done.” Anonymous 

“Thank you to the PSP for providing 
both online and face-to-face interaction 
for us teachers. I find them both 
absolutely beneficial”. Teacher, Cluster 
Project, Oklahoma Primary School 

PSP facilitated a course for 118 
teachers on request from the East 
District of the WCED in February. The 
course focused on unpacking 
Beginning Knowledge, inter alia 
introducing an understanding of 
definitions, developing the scientists in 
children, experiential learning, inquiry-
based teaching, 21st century 
pedagogy, theoretical underpinnings, 

“It is wonderful to be welcomed back so 
warmly by all the staff and to be able to 
contribute in a meaningful way with 
what I love best, Nature. I love finding 
creative ways for others to notice the 
environment around us, be curious and 
ask questions. My aim is firstly to create 
awareness of our Earth and the diversity 
of ecosystems that support us, and then 
to foster behavioural changes on a small 
scale that contribute to reducing human 
impact on Earth. Covid-19 has forced us 
to adapt and change the way we do 
things. This is exactly how animals and 
plants evolve and survive when 
conditions change and this is why the 
quote from Albert Einstein is so 
important to me.” 

“I like them (face to face) because they 
are hands-on. During this hands-on 
approach I learnt many things I could 
not learn online. Although you see the 
pictures and hear about the activities 
online, it’s not the same as when you do 
it physically. You learn as you do things. 
So when I went into the classroom 
after, I was better able to understand 
the lessons, because I actually did it in 
the workshop.” Mentee teacher, 
Thomas Wildschut Primary School 
 

digital technologies and how to design 
a learning environment. 

 

PSP BELIEVES… 

10 minutes of 
reading and 
books every 
day develops 
language and 
literacy 

          NEW STARTING TIMES 

         FOR PSP COURSES 

101 teachers from 63 schools responded 
to our survey on starting times for PSP 
courses. Based on this feedback, from 
Term 2 Foundation Phase courses will 
run from 14:00-16:00 and InterSen 
courses will run from 15:00-17:00. 

TOP TIPS FOR TEACHERS 

Working with parents / caregivers: 

 Develop relationships early in the 
school year 

 Ask parents for help when children 
are struggling 

 Give clear instructions for tasks to 
be done at home  

 Send homework reminders via 
WhatsApp 

 Share good news about children’s 
progress  

Differentiation to support reading: 

 Pair a strong reader with a 
struggling learner 

 Break up reading text into 
manageable chunks for struggling 
learners 

 Cluster some learners into reading 
groups and allow them to read out 
loud together 

 Encourage learners to read by 
themselves as well  

Intervention to support reading: 

 Read text aloud and sound words 
correctly as you model good 
reading practices 

 Help children practice words from 
the text before they read the full 
text 

 Encourage children to read texts of 
topics they are interested in and / or 
enjoy  

 Create quiet spaces for 
independent reading where there 
are no distractions 

 

Look deep into nature, and then 
you will understand everything 

better (Albert Einstein) 

Teachers take the best from 

online and face-to-face courses 
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P R I M A R Y  S C I E N C E  P R O G R A M M E  ( P S P )  

East District Life Skills Workshop 

Learners at Parow Inclusive School loved the role 
play of being a seed, looking at live plant material 
and understanding the essential role of pollinators 
for plants to complete their life cycle. They made 
their own life cycle story wheels and used to play 
the ‘life cycle survivor game’. 

http://www.psp.org.za/
mailto:info@psp.org.za

