Should we be lowering standards or raising
expectations?
When faced with struggles and setbacks it is easy to give
up the fight, especially when things just seem too hard.
Faced with difficulty many choose the easiest option,
which often means they lower their standards and settle
for less than the best.
PSP believes this is not a time to settle for what’s easy in
education. Pushing learners through and out of the system
with poor passes is NOT the solution to our problems, it
will instead create bigger problems in the future such as
greater youth discontent and unemployment.
Rather, this is the time for positive action! We need to
learn from our mistakes, change our strategies, roll up our
sleeves and work harder as we move forward. In fact, a
good starting point is to BELIEVE that all children CAN learn
and excell in Maths and Science. And, we have to work
harder to guide and support our teachers to teach Maths
and Science well in classrooms every day.

MANDELA DAY WITH
CORONATION
Approximately eighty staff members of Coronation Fund
Managers celebrated Mandela Day with the PSP this year.
It was a day full of fun and colour as they spent their 67
minutes painting, glueing, cutting and sticking. They made
Maths resources from recycled materials, which the PSP
facilitators will use in their work with Foundation Phase
Maths teachers this term. PSP Facilitators Nadiema
Gamieldien and Florence February, along with Fundraising
Manager, Kerry White gave input on how the resources
would be used and what learning outcomes would be
achieved.

The standards we set link with our expectations. When we
set high standards we raise our expectations of what is
possible. We expect more from ourselves and others, and
we do more to achieve our goals. A positive attitude and
increased effort improves commitment, passion and
performance, and will in the long term produce sustainable
change and improvement.
Anthony Robbins: “Any time you sincerely want to make a
change, the first thing you must do is to raise your
standards”. PSP wishes all schools, teachers, learners and
parents an AWESOME 3rd term, 2017. Dr Zorina Dharsey
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The
‘Counting

with
Coronation’

programme
focusses on
supporting
Foundation
Phase Maths
in 20 primary
schools.
Foundation
Phase Maths is a key element in the PSP Cluster Project.
We are most grateful for the funding and support we
receive from Coronation Fund Managers for this
important work.
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PSP NEWS


TEACHERS LEARN FROM TEACHERS
AT PSP COURSES
PSP courses facilitate powerful interaction and insightful
sharing between teachers. The less experienced
teachers are gaining valuable insights about good
teaching from the more experienced. Some significant
points shared at courses during term two included:



Challenges and successes of doing practical
work with learners

Preparing for practical work in class is sometimes a real
challenge. However, one teacher explained that once he
started doing practical work regularly with his class, he
realised he had been underestimating the abilities of his
learners until then. He explained that practical work in
class revealed more of the children’s actual abilities.

Assessing and managing practical work

Teachers discussed giving a group mark as opposed to
individual marks for a practical assessment task. Most
teachers felt it needed to be a combination - to give a
group mark whilst learners are doing the activity,
manipulating the materials, using the apparatus
correctly, and working together in an orderly way. But
they also felt there should be an individual mark for
each child to record their findings, draw a graph, and
make a drawing or write to explain what they had done.
Also, it is often hard for learners to complete a practical
task for assessment in one school period. Teachers
discussed how they cope with this constraint, and break
the task up into manageable sections to be done over
two or three periods.

Assessing this task: award a group and individual mark


Importance of learners doing practical work themselves



Integrating content

Some teachers have been implementing the suggested
strategies and teaching methods modelled by
facilitators in PSP courses. These included integrating
content, practical investigations, language development
as well as assessment. They say they can see the
improvement in their learners already!

Teachers sharing insights at a course

Ordering and replenishing Science equipment

There was helpful discussion about how science
teachers should submit their requirements for
necessary equipment and other materials to their
principals timeously, towards the end of the year,
when school budgets are drawn up for the following
year.

Some essential eqiuipment to teach the topic Electricity
in Grade 6.
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PSP NEWS
MENTORSHIP & SUPPORT PROJECT
IN EASTERN CAPE

The MSP project in the Eastern Cape is progressing well
and facilitators are building good relationships with all
involved. We work with the King William’s Town District
officials on how School Management Teams (SMTs) can
mentor and support newly appointed teachers.
In response to requests from teachers, the project was
extended this year to include Foundation Phase English
First Additional Language / Life Skills and Intersen
Natural Sciences & Technology courses with all teachers
from the ten project schools. This is followed up with
school and classroom support.

PSP PATICIPATES IN PROVINCE-WIDE
GRADE R MATHS PROJECT

UCT’s Schools Development Unit (SDU) initiated the
R Maths project with the WCED to work with the
Foundation Phase and Grade R Subject Advisors in all 7
Western Cape Education Department Districts over an
18 month period.
PSP was invited to participate in this project in
collaboration with other non-profit organisations to
assist with the training and support of the Subject
Advisors, when they run training courses with the
teachers across the Western Cape Province.
Florence February, PSP’s Foundation Phase expert has
been working with the West Coast District Subject
Advisors, spending much time supporting the block
training with many teachers.

PSP Facilitator, Ntsiki Mahote ran the Science course on
the theme: Matter & Materials, Structures and Processing
for term 2 and teachers became active, doing practical
work.

While this is a two-year project (2016 – 2017), PSP feels
that more contact time with teachers is needed to
increase the possibility for improved teaching practices
to take root and become sustainable in these schools.
Dr Margie Probyn, an external education specialist with
much experience of working in the Eastern Cape will be
evaluating this project in terms 3 & 4 and will document
the success and challenges thus far.
The Science and
Language courses
were held at
Nomvume Primary
in Zwelitsha, near
King William’s
Town. They
warmly welcomed
the PSP and
teachers.

A Grade R teacher from
Paardekop Primary, in the
West Coast District shows
different types of resources
one can use as counters.
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PSP NEWS
MATTER & MATERIALS GREAT
FOR PROBLEM SOLVING

COURSES FOR SMTs
GROWING IN POPULARITY

Last term PSP’s teacher courses focused on Technology
tasks in the theme: Matter & Materials and Structures.
Many teachers learnt how to make struts and join them
into triangular shapes for stability. They enjoyed the
opportunity to problem solve and work out how to
make a strong structure in preparation for their own
teaching.

The PSP is encouraged by the growing interest amongst
School Management Teams (SMTs) who have been
attending PSP SMT courses on aspects of managing the
effective delivery of the curriculum at schools.

Rose Thomas led the courses and teachers took up
Rose’s challenge of extending the tasks further.

Andre Lamprecht, Principal at Levana Primary School in
Lavender Hill has been leading SMT courses.

Teachers designed structures that were strong enough
to support 6 eggs. They were restricted to using paper,
glue, paper fasteners and a hexagon card shape to
construct their designs. Interesting adaptations were
made to some structures.
Teachers were enthusiastic about what they had learnt
in the courses.

More than 60 participants from 23 schools attended the
course over two days at the start of term 3. The course
prompted much discussion and debate as teachers
shared strategies and solutions to problems. Focus
areas dealt with during the two days included:
Managing discipline; Involving parents and community;
SACE professional development points; Developing a
plan for improvement, amongst other topics.
Andre Lamprecht is a highly regarded and experienced
Principal in a community characterised by complex and
difficult circumstances. The many successes at his
school bear testimony to his strong and wise leadership.
He has been associated with the PSP for many years and
we are grateful for his support in this regard.

SEATS ARE LIMITED
PLEASE BOOK IN ADVANCE
FOR COURSES
Call Yanga on: 021 691 9039
During the follow up classroom support at Abedare
Primary School, children in Grade 5 had made even
more elaborate structures which were displayed in the
classroom. The children had also made use of other
materials to make struts and test their structures.

We are hoping to provide more space for
courses in the near future.
Watch this space!

