Learning should be ENJOYABLE
Enjoyment in learning is often underestimated and not
taken very seriously at all, but ‘what we learn with
pleasure we never forget’ (Alfred Mercier).
Research shows that when we are having fun and
enjoying an activity, our brains are 68% more active and
can absorb a massive 84% more information. The
positive statistics makes it clear that making learning
enjoyable will help children greatly with acquiring
important knowledge and skills.
Some argue that the word "fun" trivializes the serious
work of learning and confuses teaching with
entertaining. Others believe that children can also learn
from uncomfortable and challenging experiences.
While we agree with these views we want to encourage
teachers to give lessons that grab learners’ attention,
capture their imagination, and get them thinking, to
achieve more effective learning.
We believe that engaging children in experiences that
are enjoyable and interesting will inspire valuable
learning and success in schools.
Dr Zorina Dharsey: PSP wishes all schools, teachers,
learners & parents a BRILLIANT 2nd term, 2017.
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PSP WELCOMES NEW
AND FAMILIAR FACES
We are very excited to welcome two new staff members
and two new Trustees this year.

New staff: Kerry White and Ntombizodwa (Zozo) Nxawe
Kerry White has joined the PSP as our Fundraising
Manager. She brings much experience of fundraising,
having been involved with the growth and development of
the Literacy NGO, SHINE from 2008.
Zozo Nxawe is the new PSP Foundation Phase Maths Coordinator. She has been involved with the PSP as an active
teacher and committed PSP Advisory Committee member
for many years. We wish them a wonderful stay!

New Trustees: Gcobisa Mbili: Programme Manager:
Pearson Marang Education Trust and Zuhayr Dollie:
Freelance Chartered Accountant.
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PSP NEWS
NEW CLUSTER PROJECT
2017-2018 INTRODUCED

Following the success of PSP’s previous Cluster Project
cycle, a new two-year cycle of collaboration with the North
and Overberg Education Districts has been established
with 15 new schools. It was launched last term with
courses for the North District schools held at Abadare
Primary in Delft.
The Cluster Project in the North and Overberg Districts
supports 321 Foundation Phase teachers with
Mathematics and 151 teachers with Natural Sciences &
Technology from Grades 4 – 7, in the form of termly 6hr
courses and individual classroom coaching and support. It
also provides equipment towards PSP’s “Hands-on-mindson-words-on-hearts-on” approach.

Nadiema Gamieldien, facilitated a practical experience in
comparing the structures of plants, animals and the
human body with the Grade 4 teachers.

Teachers find great inspiration as they learn from each
other. Here the teachers were deliberating on how the
practical tasks fulfill the requirements of the CAPS
curriculum.

Foundation Phase teachers attended the first course for
Mathematics in the North District, as ‘Counting with
Coronation’ kicks off to an exciting start.
In the Mathematics course (above) teachers discussed
topics such as the CAPS curriculum requirements for
weighting of marks and progression of content across the
phase, and dealt with practical Mental Maths in the
classroom.
In the Intermediate Phase Natural Sciences & Technology
(NST) course teachers were divided into Grade groups to
deal more efficiently with their relevant curriculum needs.
The CAPS curriculum served as a sound base for the
practical work to come. Practical activities on the strand,
Life & Living were integrated with language development
and Maths skills (using graphs).

Using a 3-D model puts learning into perspective. Here
Ntsiki Mahote used a model of the human skeleton with
Grade 5 teachers in preparation for constructing a
skeleton of a vertebrate using paper struts.
Teachers enjoyed the practical nature of this technology
task.
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PSP NEWS
LIFE & LIVING COURSES
COMBINE SCIENCE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

The science strand for term one, Life and Living provided a
useful framework for the PSP to combine the important
Grade 6 & 7 science concepts of photosynthesis and the
processing of food, linked to outdoor observations at the
Edith Stephens Nature Reserve.
It started with teachers consolidating their understanding
of the process of photosynthesis (below).
Then teachers constructed a food chain, based on the Sour
Fig plant using the Indigenous Plant and Animal cards.
(These are obtainable from the PSP)
One Grade 7 teacher commented: “I enjoyed the
interactive photosynthesis lessons. They were really well
presented and it makes me want to teach NST/NS. It is
interesting how much we know and don’t realise!

Teachers then went outside and found the Sour Fig plant
growing in the sandy soil. Through the process of
photosynthesis, and thinking about the glucose and starch
and fruits it produces, the Sour Fig became the beginning
link in the food chain.

The Grade 6 Life & Living Technology strand in the CAPS
curriculum focuses on “Processing”. Teachers participated
in a practical experience to process flour to make bread in
this course. See above.

Sour fig flower

In Wendy Hitchcock’s words: “Foodosynthesis … is carried
out by plants all day, every day…!”
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PSP NEWS
CLUSTER PROJECT REACHES RURAL
SCHOOLS IN OVERBERG

PSP’s new Cluster Project is reaching out to five rural
schools in the Overberg, in and around Gansbaai and
Stanford. A total of 40 Foundation Phase teachers are
participating in the Maths component of the project.

The PSP team ran a Saturday course for the South
Education District with 45 novice teachers from 16
schools. The topics dealt with curriculum challenges,
classroom management and discipline as well as
managing the teaching and learning in class, focusing on
planning and taking various learning styles into account.
The team for the day was Zorina Dharsey (above),
Novosti Buta and Andre Lamprecht, principal of Levana
Primary in Lavender Hill.

Mental Maths is fun in a Grade R class at Masakhane
Primary School in Gansbaai.

PSP IS REGISTERED WITH SACE
South African Council of Educators

SCHOOL POLICY ON MENTORING
NOVICE TEACHERS
An important aspect of sustaining the work of the Joint
Mentorship Project (JMP) is to assist schools to develop
and implement a policy on mentorship of newly
appointed teachers.
During the first term the PSP ran a course of four
sessions with School Management Teams (SMTs).
The course concluded with SMTs developing their own
school policies.

Novosti Buta (PSP Programme Manager) and Glenda
Shupinyaneng (PSP Office Manager) visited the SACE
Head Office in Johannesburg to confirm the teacher
Professional Development points allocated to teachers
and principals following their PSP course attendance.

PLEASE REMEMBER

Members of the SMT from Westbank Primary School in
Delft discussing a policy for mentorship of newly
appointed teachers for their own school, facilitated by
PSP’s Florence February, the Co-ordinator of the JMP
Project.

ALL TEACHERS MUST STILL BOOK
THEIR PLACES IN ADVANCE
Yanga at the PSP tel: 021 691 9039

