CELEBRATING TEACHERS
Teachers work through good times and bad, and
often times are very bad
Teachers sometimes face mountains of tasks, some
tasks are done late into the night
Teachers sometimes face difficult times, trying
desperately to help every child in the class
Teachers are often criticized from all quarters, as if
their daily toil and sacrifice means nothing
But, the PSP understands the valuable contribution
teachers make
Children value teachers and the love, patience and
understanding they show
Parents appreciate teachers for their time and
compassion
Communities value teachers for their important
work of educating tomorrow’s leaders

PSP
FOUNDATION PHASE (R-3)
MATHS CONFERENCE
29 OCTOBER 2016
Enkululukweni Primary
8:30 – 2:30

A teacher’s value cannot be measured in any
currency
A teacher’s influence reaches way beyond
A teacher’s legacy has depth and is multidimensional
A good teacher’s worth is so much more
Zorina Dharsey
PSP wishes all schools, teachers, learners and parents
a fruitful 4th term, a super special holiday and a
blessed Christmas with family and friends!
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Zorina holds the GOLD award which was presented to the
PSP in Oslo at the International Education Partnership
Conference. Here Zorina stands with Charlotte du Toit in
London.

While in London the PSP Director, Zorina Dharsey met
with Charlotte du Toit, who played a major role in the
development of the PSP. Charlotte was the first
National PSP Language Co-ordinator from 1989 2003. Charlotte was delighted to meet Zorina and
wished the PSP well.
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PSP NEWS
LEARNERS FROM EASTERN CAPE
VISIT THE PSP

A total of 120 learners from two schools, St Matthews
and Smiling Valley in the King William’s Town district
of the Eastern Cape visited the PSP for a day of
environmental learning at the Edith Stephens Nature
Reserve during the school holidays.
A Grade 6
learner
explains his
knowledge
about the
use of a
medicinal
plant to
PSP’s
Ntsiki
Mahote.

JMP CONFERENCE
GREAT TESTIMONY TO
NOVICE TEACHER GROWTH
PSP’s recent JMP Conference was held at UWC. It
attracted around 100 participants, including lecturers
new teachers, SMT members, principals, WCED
Subject Advisors and also 4th year students preparing
to teach next year.
The novice
teachers
showcased
their best
practice and
shared their
experience of
growth over
the 2-year
cycle.
Novice teacher, Ncebakazi Mbono from Parliament
Street Primary in Mfuleni

The novice teacher presentations showed how their
skills in dealing with the specific needs in their own
contexts had improved, with assistance from the
PSP’s mentors.
It was impressive to hear enthusiastic mentees from
previous JMP cycles present how they themselves
mentored and supported new young teachers in their
schools. This ‘Each-One-Teach-One’ component of
the project evolved through mentees who now feel
empowered by their own experience of mentorship in
the JMP project.

Grade 7 learners discuss the small animals they collected
to view through a microscope.

These two schools are currently participating in the
PSP’s Eastern Cape Mentorship and Support Project,
which works with 10 schools in the King William’s
Town district. This is a two-year project which will
continue next year.
The project works with the district’s Subject Advisors
and Circuit Managers on how to support novice /
newly appointed teachers at schools. This is carried
through to the 10 schools, when PSP Facilitators
Ntsiki Mahote and Vava Makhubalo, together with
district officials, support the mentors at their schools
with the new teachers in their classrooms.

Chantelle
August from
Yellowwood
Primary in
Mitchell’s Plain
has become a
mentor to a new
young teacher
at her school.

It is clear that when previous mentees support their
colleagues at school, such mentorship is particularly
powerful. They are closer in age to the new teachers
and can readily identify with their needs and
therefore target the mentorship appropriately.
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Guest speakers included Dr Jerome Joorst from the
Department of Education Policy Studies, Stellenbosch
University and Dr Melanie Luckay, Department of
Educational Studies, University of the Western Cape.
Nadiema
poses with
her mentees
Melissa
Johnson
from
Imperial
Primary and
Pallo
Matthews.

THE PSP GOES TO CARNAVON
NORTHERN CAPE
The PSP is working with science teachers in the
Carnavon Primary school in the Northern Cape. This is
in collaboration with the Schools Development Unit
(SDU) from UCT and READ,
Sandra Rossouw, the PSP’s Rural Maths and Science
Co-ordinator spent a week training and supporting
the science team at the school. This consisted of inclassroom support visits as well as an afternoon
course over three days.

Some novice teachers who had benefitted from the
workshops for first-time teachers also presented their
experiences of growth e.g. Pallo Matthews from
Westend Primary in Mitchell’s Plain (above).
This JMP Conference provided an important formal
platform for novice teachers to start sharing their
learning experiences with others. The PSP mentors
were inspired by the enthusiasm and confidence
displayed by the novice teachers in their
presentations. It is clear that many of them are strong
professionals, developing leadership qualities which
will benefit other teachers at their schools, as well as
their own classes of learners for years to come.

Teachers modeling how fossils are formed. Many topics in
the science strand, Planet Earth & Beyond were
experienced in an exciting and practical way.

In keeping with the theme of Planet Earth & Beyond,
teachers also attended a lecture at the high school
given by Mr Jim Adams of NASA in the USA. This was
an eye-opening experience for everyone.
Gary Powell from the SDU ran the Mathematics
courses and Val Kohler from READ presented the
Language courses. This project will continue until
June 2017.

PSP’s wonderful team of mentors for the 2015-2016
JMP cycle: Nadiema, Vava, Novosti, Nocawe, Ntsiki and
Florence (Co-ordinator)

The JMP Conference concluded the third cycle of the
JMP, with the emphasis on: Extending the Benefits
and Expanding the Reach.
The PSP is currently planning the setting up of the
next cycle of the JMP for 2017 – 2018.
Sandra (right) with the participants of the course as well
as the principal, Vanessa Pfeiffer (left).

4

PSP NEWS
IMPERIAL AND LEVANA PRIMARY
SCHOOLS WIN AWARDS

CONGRATULATIONS GO TO:

*The learners and staff of Imperial Primary, Mitchell’s
Plain, on winning the Western Cape Regional Spelling
Bee Competition.
Grade 5
learner, Mateo
Joubert, from
Imperial
Primary won
the Spelling
Bee
competition.
Here he
stands with his
proud
principal,
Mr Baron.

*The learners and staff of Levana Primary in Lavender
Hill, on winning the annual Growsmart Interschool
Literacy Competition.
Principal Mr
Lamprecht
with three
learners Sidney
Felix Grade 4,
Ibrahim
Lawrence and
Jordaan
Davidson
Grade 6 show
their winning
shield.

HERITAGE CELEBRATION
WORKSHOPS
During the Heritage Month, the City of Cape Town
collaborated with the PSP to run 6 workshops for
teachers on celebrating our heritage in concrete and
practical ways.
The workshops
focused on the
Indigenous
Knowledge topics of
Traditional Pottery
and Weaving.
This year the PSP also
provided colourful A3
sized Foundation
Phase posters
developed by the PSP
on Indigenous
Knowledge. These
lend themselves to
integrating Language and Science with a story about
each topic on the back of the posters.

This award
carried
extensive
prizes of
R20 000 to
each winner
as well as an iPad Learning Programme lab for the
school with a full year’s training and support.
The PSP salutes you all for your hard work and effort
which has paid off!
RADIO OVERBERG LISTENERS please note:
Radio Overberg has changed its frequency from 94.8
to 101.8 FM.
‘Onderwys in Aksie met Sandra van die PSP’ is on air
every Monday from 10:00-12:00.
Teachers showing the Inkathas they made to support
baskets on their heads.

