Greetings to all our friends and colleagues

DEPARTURE FROM PSP OF NTHABELENG MARUBELELA

The PSP staff recently held three days of strategic
planning. This process can elicit moans, groans and
even conflict in organizations but in our case it was a
smooth, reflective, challenging, productive and
exhausting process where we planned our projects
for the next three years. The reality of the
accomplishment lies in the integrity and enthusiasm
of the cohesive PSP staff team.
We developed our vision statement for the three
year period. It provided the basis for the our
project development and the realization of our aims
for the not too distant future.
The PSP’s aim/vision is the holistic development of
children who are excited about learning, have a
developing understanding of the world, and who can
read and write with confidence and fluency. This
vision is achieved through supporting teachers in a
multi-faceted, coordinated approach.
The PSP has a vision of a better fit between
teachers’ needs and the design of our projects.
Teachers will help to shape the interventions and
so take ownership of their own learning and
7development.
PSP will work closely with the WCED and policy
makers to construct a common vision of what
should happen in learner-centred classrooms.
A learner-centred focus and increased teacher
involvement in the project developments are
significant features of our vision. We would also like
to implement a “whole school pilot project” aimed at
working with two small schools and working towards
the development of the whole school in a holistic,
integrated way.
A wise person once said, “The task of the excellent
teacher is to stimulate ‘apparently ordinary’ people
to unusual effort. The tough problem is not in
identifying winners: it is in making winners out of
ordinary people.” We look forward to working with
teachers in developing winners out of ‘apparently
ordinary’ children.

PSP said goodbye to Nthabi at the end of June

At the end of June, Nthabi, our much loved
Administrative Assistant and Materials Coordinator
left PSP in order to dedicate her time and energy to
nurturing and raising her children.
We wish Nthabi much joy, strength and energy as she takes
on her important, underpaid task and know that she will be
fulfilled in her demanding task.
We are fortunate to have been able to fill the gap that
Nthabi’s departure left by appointing Nicci van Noordwyk to a
fulltime position with the PSP. Nicci has, since January 2009,
been our part time Fundraising Assistant and she now takes on
the role of Funding and Administrative Assistant while Nandi
Kalipa is our Workshop and Materials Administrative Assistant.

Nicci van Noordwyk - Funding and Admin Assistant

Nandi Kalipa - Workshop and Materials Admin Assistant
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CAPE TEACHING AND LEARNING
INSTITUTE (CTLI) TRAINING
BY PSP
For the PSP team of facilitators the second school
term ended with the final two week block of Natural
Sciences training for Intermediate Phase Teachers
at the CTLI.
The course was separated into two blocks. One was
held in March and the second was in June. In
between the course blocks, teachers had a classroom
based assignment to complete and eleven teachers at
11 schools received support visits by PSP facilitators.

This year we introduced the WCED Work
Schedules and Teachers’ Guides which provide
good lesson plans and thus free up time for
teaching. The rubric for teaching and assessing
proved to be particularly useful tools. The
Natural Sciences strands which we focused on
were Planet Earth & Beyond, Life & Living,
Matter & Materials and Energy & Change.
In the first two week block of the course, 46
teachers attended while in the second block, 41
attended. The majority of the drop outs occurred as
the result of teachers not being able to find
substitutes for the time spent at CTLI.

Teachers investigating how to separate mixtures &
solutions
Ntsiki assisting teachers with connecting their circuits

Teachers measuring the temperature of melting butter
Teachers constructing a torch

Over the past four years we have carefully
reflected on teachers’ and facilitators’ evaluations
of our courses, teacher inputs in course discussions
and evaluators’ observations in school visits. This
reflection has informed a continuous process of
redesign and improvement of our course processes
including:
• Developments in course methodology
• Refinements in the content foci
• Adjustments to our assessment tools

Each of the courses pulled together a diverse group
of teachers - rural and urban; English, Afrikaans and
isiXhosa first language, experienced teachers,
returning teachers and teachers new in the
profession. Most taught at the Intermediate Phase,
but there was, in each course, a group of Grade 7
teachers. A number, previously from Foundation
Phase, are now teaching Intermediate and Senior
Phase classes - for example, a Grade 1 teacher is
now teaching Grade 7 science.
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In general the teachers were enthusiastic in their
praise of the course run by PSP and their ratings for
the Natural Sciences strands indicate high levels of
satisfaction with the central emphasis of the course.
Between 95% and 100% of the teachers allocated
ratings of ‘good’/ ‘very good’ and ‘outstanding’ for
the four strands.
One of the participant teachers enthusiastically
summed up her experiences;
“Overall I had a wonderful experience. I am tired
but I am satisfied. I know that the knowledge is a
bit over powering but I’m going to attempt to make
the best of EVERYTHING that I have obtained and
learnt here. I’m always a bit nervous of challenges
but this experience has definitely empowered me.”
(Grade 6 teacher, Springdale Primary)
"Learning is a social process that occurs through
interpersonal interaction within a cooperative
context. Individuals, working together, construct
shared understandings and knowledge."
The CTLI provides the context for learning as a
social process and the PSP is delighted to have yet
again been one of the service providers who have had
the privilege of participating in it.
ABSA FOUNDATION
CONTRIBUTES TO THE PSP
CLUSTER PROJECT

Zorina Dharsey (PSP Science Facilitator), Paul Golding (Absa
Corporate Social Investment) and Sandra Rossouw (PSP Rural
Science Facilitator)

The Western Cape Primary Science Programme (PSP)
in partnership with the Cape Winelands Education
District and partly funded by ABSA, has for the past
three years been working with 10 schools in the
Boland/Winelands area in the Cluster Project. The
work has involved weekend workshops and school
based support focusing on Natural Sciences teaching.
On 27 July in Worcester, an official presentation of
the ABSA sponsorship took place.

THE AFRICAN SPOONBILL
We can easily recognise the African Spoonbill bird,
by its bill, which is long and has the shape of a
spatula or spoon. The spoonbill is a large white bird,
which has red legs and a red ‘spoon’ bill. It is
commonly seen, wading in shallow water at wetlands
in the Western Cape. At Edith Stephens these
spoonbill birds are only seen when the seasonal
wetland (the marsh areas) fill with water (from May
to November). Here the water is shallower than at
the retention dam and this helps the spoonbill to
feed efficiently.
Spoonbills feed by walking through the water, with
their bill partly or wholly submerged and they sweep
it from side to side. The tip of the bill has fine hairlike projections which can pick up vibrations in the
water which help the spoonbill find its prey. Its prey
usually consists of small fish and aquatic (water)
invertebrates. Once they find their prey it is
scooped up and swallowed.
They roost and breed in colonies, usually in reed
beds and they share their space with other birds
such as egrets, ibises and herons. Young spoonbills
and juveniles have black bills and it takes a year
before the bill becomes red.
Thanks to Doug Harebottle
Animal Demography Unit, UCT

African Spoonbills wade in shallow water to feed

4

PSP NEWS
AMESA CONFERENCE

Bloemfontein in July is cold, bitterly cold and it is
only those who are committed and passionate about
an issue or person who will voluntarily visit the town
in winter. Zorina Dharsey and Sandra Rossouw
showed such commitment and passion by travelling to
the National 15th AMESA congress at the
University of the Free State from 28 June to 3 July
2009.
Eight hundred and seventy delegates
attended the 5 day conference.
The plenary speakers were Deborah Ball (USA),
Andreas Stylianides (UK), Mamokgethi Setati (SA),
Jill Adler (SA) and Johan Meyer (SA).
A panel discussion with, Sandra van Niekerk, Adnaan
Endries, Lekothla Mokoena and Roshini Ramnarayan
was chaired by Alwyn Olivier.
This discussion
focused on mathematics as a human activity, and
clearly demonstrated how learners must interact
with mathematics to develop their own mathematical
concepts instead of teachers giving and teaching the
mathematical concepts.
Cally Kuhn together with Manare Setati and Aarnout
Brombacher (chair) discussed how children can
experience mathematics as a meaningful, sense
making activity.

one so that “they can learn from the experiences of
others.” They would have liked to see more than 870
delegates “especially in view of the pressing need to
develop and improve Mathematics in our country”
The ZENEX Foundation sponsored the attendance of
one of the PSP Facilitators at the conference and we
are grateful to them for this support.

LATEST MATERIALS FROM
THE PSP

This book for teachers integrates Natural Sciences
and Language work in the Foundation Phase. It
shows how to use many effective techniques, while
focusing on Plants, Mini-beasts and Weather.

Zorina Dharsey of PSP (middle),with Mamokgethi Setati
& Jill Adler

I noticed a tremendous enthusiasm and interest in
mathematics teaching of the AMESA delegates. This
zeal and keen interest was perceptible when the
presenters were bombarded with thought provoking
and insightful questions from the audience. The fact
that teachers posed questions was significant, and
this to me was a clear indication of their level of
commitment to effecting change and progress in
mathematics teaching.”
Of real concern though was the absence of
significant numbers of younger teachers and Zorina
and Sandra recommend that trainee teachers are
advised to attend conferences such as the AMESA

Whole Language for the Foundation Phase has been
translated into Afrikaans – ‘n heeltaal-benadering in
die grondslagfase. This book shows how teachers
can use easy-to-access resources to target all the
Learning Outcomes and to help learners achieve
meaningful literacy.

