My dear colleagues,
A positive experience of school and learning is
important
A positive attitude towards school and learning
undoubtedly starts in the home where children are
guided and encouraged by parents and caregivers.
The school and teachers play an equally important
role in children developing a positive attitude to
learning.
Together the school and community create a
supportive and productive environment for learning.
In the primary phase the school – home
collaboration can help children feel safe, secure and
supported, and promotes the development of critical
life skills, practical skills, knowledge and confidence.
Children will enjoy learning as they build a sound
knowledge foundation for success at high school and
beyond. Where schools are successfully supported
by parents and the community they are able to
provide high quality education.
Children will enjoy learning and will learn well in a
happy, positive classroom environment. In this
environment they will feel part of the learning
process and learning will be meaningful. Positive,
creative, enthusiastic and energetic teachers who
are excited about teaching create the kind of
environment that inspires children’s learning.
PSP wishes all schools, teachers and learners an
AWESOME second term 2015. Zorina Dharsey
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EXCITING NEW FACES AT THE PSP

EXCITING NEW FACES AT THE PSP
The PSP welcomes two new part-time staff members
into the team: Glenda Barnes as part-time Financial
Manager and Nozuko Dedezane as part-time Sales
and Marketing Executive.
Glenda has
twenty years of
experience in
the auditing
and accounting
environment
and will
perform all PSP
project
finances,
bookkeeping
and accounting
functions.
Glenda Barnes: new PSP
Financial Manager

Nozuko Dedezane has been appointed the part-time
Sales & Marketing Executive to drive the sale of
PSP’s materials. She has over 7 years’ experience in
marketing and communications with a variety of
leading advertising
companies.
This position with
the PSP fulfills her
deep desire to
serve the less
advantaged
communities and
make a contribution
towards creating
equal opportunities
for all children in
South Africa.
Nozuko Dedezane: part-time PSP
Sales & Marketing Executive
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PSP NEWS
PSP WELCOMES 15 SCHOOLS IN
EXCITING NEW CLUSTER PROJECT

PSP INNOVATION PROJECT
CONTINUES TO INNOVATE

All the necessary groundwork for setting up a new
Cluster Project cycle for the next two years was
completed last term. This included negotiations with
the relevant WCED Districts, (who identified the
schools), school management teams and the
Intermediate Phase Natural Sciences teachers, as well
as the Foundation Phase teachers, who have
committed to participating in intensive maths and
science training and support.

The PSP Innovation Project consists of an annual
programme of short courses drawn up according to the
priorities and requests from teachers at the Annual
Mass Planning Forum.
This project has grown in success each year, and the
numbers of teachers attending courses voluntarily,
after hours, have increased steadily.

The new Cluster Project includes 10 schools from the
Kraaifontein and du Noon areas 5 schools from the
Barrydale, Swellendam and Suurbraak rural areas in
the Overberg. We will be working with 238 Foundation
Phase teachers and 61 Intersen teachers in this project.

Large numbers of Foundation Phase teachers attended
their first course to start the new PSP Cluster Project.

A comprehensive Needs Analysis has been carried out
at all schools which will shape the PSP support and the
first training workshops were held at the start of the
first term.
The PSP
facilitators
will start
building
relationships
with
teachers as
they carry
out
classroom
support.

This year the project has been extended to include
short courses for SMTs (School Management Teams) to
build and support their management of the curriculum
and it’s co-ordination at their schools. The courses also
include the development of a policy for the induction
of first-time or novice teachers, as well as its
implementation.
The Innovation courses attracted a total of 521
teachers in the first term this year.
The Hands-onenvironment
(HOEP) courses
for teachers form
part of the
Innovation
Project. This
prepares the way
for teachers to
bring their
learners to the
park for EE
learning.
The facilitator, Wendy Hitchcock
and a teacher examine the flower of
a Salvia bush.

Grade 1 learners from Du Noon Primary
eager to learn Mathematics.

The PSP is excited about this new cycle and looks
forward to deep engagement with many teachers.

Nadiema Gamieldien prepares for the F Phase Life
Skills course which attracted 38 teachers.
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EXPANDING THE REACH AND BENEFITS
OF THE JMP
New initiatives and opportunities for expansion of the
reach and benefits of the Joint Mentorship Project
(JMP) have been created, with the start of the third
2-year cycle this year.
The project has been set up very carefully amidst great
enthusiasm from beginner teachers and principals.
Many 4th year students from various Teacher Training
Institutions wrote motivations expressing their desire
to participate in the project. The PSP has selected 27
first-time or novice teachers for monthly individual
mentorship, while another 30 teachers will participate
in the termly training courses, geared at assistance
with setting up excellent classroom practice from the
beginning.
The two training courses run thus far have been very
well received.
SMT component
The JMP project now includes working with SMTs
(School Management Teams) to assist them in
developing policies for establishing comprehensive
induction programmes for new teachers as well as with
HOW to implement them. This is an important way of
embedding the concept of first-time teacher support
and mentorship in schools for long-term sustainability.
Each-one-Teach-one component
Another way in which the JMP is extending the reach
and benefits of this project is through individual
mentees from the first (Pilot) cycle. Many of the
mentees from 2012 have now established themselves
successfully as teacher leaders in their schools and feel
they would like to mentor new young teachers coming
into the profession in the same way.
The PSP is thrilled at the prospect of supporting and
facilitating an Each-one-Teach-one component to the
JMP.
In our experience, when young teachers mentor and
support new teachers to improve their teaching
practice, the results can be spectacular. This will also
achieve increased numbers of novice teachers
benefitting from this project.
Visiting Professor co-researching the JMP
Professor Dr. Corinna Hößle from the University of
Oldenburg, Germany is currently working with Florence
February (Co-ordinator of the JMP) and Zorina Dharsey
in researching the PSP model and its work with firsttime teachers. This research has been very illuminating
thus far and will result in journal articles.

PSP working with Foundation Phase Maths teachers at
Ukhanyo Primary in Masiphumelele

New young teachers participating in the JMP project at
the first training workshop this year.

Florence February with a 4th year student and Prof
Corinna Hößle from Oldenburg, Germany (right) after
their interviews with JMP mentees.

PSP looks forward to sharing its learning and
experiences of the JMP with the wider education
community.
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CANADIAN SCHOOL FUNDRAISES
FOR THE PSP

Encouraged and supported by
their teacher, Cathy Belanger
(right), Gr 10 and 11 students
at
Longfields
Secondary
School in Ottawa Canada
decided to give back by
raising some funds for PSP’s
school programmes.
The Gr 10s sold lemonade
and the Gr 11s made homemade candles and sold
them. Between the students the sum of $200 US was
raised to send to PSP to replace Maths equipment
stolen from our store room on the 4th January 2015.
Here are some pictures of the Gr 10 business students
in action.

LATEST PSP MATERIALS
NOW AVAILABLE
The PSP is delighted to report that the upgrade of
three strands of Intermediate Phase Natural Sciences &
Technology (NST) teacher support books has been
completed and they are available from our website and
at the PSP office. The Life & Living; Matter & Materials;
Energy & Change together with their Technology
strands have been improved and aligned with the
requirements of the new CAPS curriculum. They are
also all available in Afrikaans.
Work has started on the last strand, Planet Earth &
Beyond and these
should be ready
for use in the last
term this year.

Energy & Change booklets
now completed.

These books
contain tried and
tested practical
activities,
investigations,
background
information and
task cards to
teach all the main
concepts and
skills included in
the CAPS
curriculum.

Indigenous
Knowledge and
Science project
books
Learning about
fermentation
concludes
the
series of
three PSP project
books for
Intermediate
Phase learners on
Indigenous
Knowledge and
Science.
This book offers
Grade 6 learners
practical activities on traditional uses of fermentation
and children also learn about the science of growing
yeast in the modern world.

