Dear Colleagues and Friends
We trust you are well rested after the short Easter
break, and welcome you to the second term of 2012.
It's not unusual to ask the question, "So what makes
the PSP so special?" It happens every day. Visitors,
staff, and donors--they all want to know. We believe
there are key aspects that distinguish the PSP as a
teacher development organisation: its thorough
knowledge and understanding of classroom
complexities challenging educational effort, the
dedication and expertise of its staff, and its
commitment to making a solid contribution to quality
teaching and learning.

PSP JOINS SA DELEGATION TO
READING CONFERENCE IN RWANDA
The PSP was delighted to be invited to join the
Basic Education Department’s DDG for Schools,
Mrs. Palesa Tyobeka and a small group of
educationists to participate in the USAID
Conference on “ALL CHILDREN READING” held in
Kigali, Rwanda at the end of March.

PSP’s commitment to teacher support and
educational progress is essentially what drives us and
our organisation every day, in everything we do.
At the heart of this effort is a special group of people
supporting teachers’ efforts by making available the
best teaching ideas and strategies, and by providing
an environment for teachers to inquire, reflect and
share. A special salute though, must go to the many
teachers who sacrifice their free time to voluntarily
participate in the programmes we offer, and who
make a real difference in their classrooms everyday.
Wishing you ALL a splendid 2nd term! Zorina Dharsey.
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Peter Cronin (USAID in SA), Jenny Joshua (DBE),
Masenya Dikotla, (MOLTENO PROJECT), Palesa
Tyobeka (DDG for Schools, DBE), Steven Taylor,
(DBE) Zorina Dharsey, (PSP) with their statement of
intent to promote reading in SA, developed at the
conference.

By 2014 60% of all Grade 3 learners will reach minimum
reading levels through a coherent reading strategy,
aligned to the existing Education Sector Plan.

“It was a good experience to meet, network and
learn from other educationists from all over
Africa. I gained insights into the great need in
other countries and interacted with a variety of
reading models and language development
strategies used in different contexts. It was a
privilege to join such an esteemed group, whose
company I thoroughly enjoyed!” said Zorina.
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JMP MENTEES PREPARE
FOR A SUCCESSFUL START TO THE YEAR
In a well attended workshop at the beginning of
the year the first-time teacher mentees
participated in activities to assist them to set up
for an organised and efficient start to their year.
This work focused on curriculum and admin
planning as well as carefully building up their
assessment plans.
Mentees felt this assistance was invaluable and
from our subsequent observations, mentees have
already started implementing certain aspects in
their classrooms.

The Joint Mentorship Project (JMP)
was well represented at the Conference
This national conference became a wonderful
platform where we could share our exciting new
mentorship initiative more widely.

Agatha Lebethe, Zorina Dharsey, Nadiema Gamieldien
and Sandra Rossouw (all mentors in this project) with
the poster representing the Mentorship Project at the
Basic Education Conference
Jane Roach from Anglo American poses with Louise
Johannes (first-time teacher, mentee) from Westbank
Primary one afternoon, last term.

Jane Roach, education specialist from Anglo
American Chairman’s Fund visited the project
early this year and enjoyed meeting and chatting
with some of the mentees.
Some valuable lessons emerging from this project
are:
 First-time teachers are functioning better
when they are supported
 Collaborative action by education partners
can work, and is essential for achieving a
greater impact.

The PSP Facilitators made use of the opportunity
to learn about the latest maths and science
developments in other provinces, to get to know
the main role-players in the country and to see
various contextually relevant strategies employed
to address the main challenges facing us all in
education. Good contacts were made.
Agatha Lebethe (MEPP) presented a paper on the
Joint Mentorship Project: Teaching Maths for the
first time – the experiences of First-time
Teachers.
This was very well received and aroused much
interest, as many people followed up to find out
more at the poster presentation on the JMP,
which Zorina Dharsey presented.
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The PSP enjoyed connecting with other
organisations and colleagues in the field of maths
and science education.
The two main Conference Resolutions were to:
1. Work together and in partnership with
government to open the doors of quality learning for
all.
2. Make the child and his and her well-being the
centre of all our efforts.

We congratulate all the organisers on a very
successful conference.

PSP CLUSTER SCHOOLS EXPERIENCE
HOW TO INTEGRATE
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The poster representing the Joint Mentorship Project,
which stimulated much interest from other universities
at the conference.

The conference theme was “Opening the doors to
Quality Education for All”.
This was a great forum for networking and
learning from educationists who share the same
passions and concerns about education.

John Gilmour, Director LEAP Science and Maths
Schools with Zorina Dharsey and Sandra Rossouw.

The PSPs current Cluster Project will be
concluded this term. As part of the exit strategy,
we are engaging the teachers in how Natural
Sciences and Technology can work together.
Using Energy and Change as the focus strand for
the first term, the PSP developed various
activities linking Science with Technology
(Mechanisms) as required in new curriculum.
Teachers were introduced to the technological
process, as this is new to many science teachers.
We had to develop a range of skills needed for
technology.
One of the activities required teachers to make
and evaluate a ‘Balloon-powered Buggy’.

Grade 4 & 5 teachers from Greenlands Primary
examining the parts that make up a mechanical tool.
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PSP MATHS INDABA
- a fun event The PSP’s 2nd MATHS INDABA, held on Saturday
17 March was enjoyed as a fun event by both
Foundation and Intermediate Phase teachers.
The overwhelmingly positive response from
teachers in their comments and evaluations
indicated that the main aim of the Indaba: Let’s
make maths fun was very successfully achieved.

Teachers tested their balloon-powered buggies in a race
to see which buggy travelled the furthest distance, and
why.

Working in groups, teachers were guided to build
a cardboard buggy. Thereafter, they tested their
‘Balloon-powered Buggies’ in a race to determine
which buggy travelled the furthest distance, and
why.
The data obtained from the races was entered
onto a table, and plotted onto a Bar Graph. This
exercise clearly demonstrated the possibility for
authentic integration of Natural Sciences with
Technology.
The Cluster Project cycle 2010 – 2012 ends this
term. As an exit strategy the PSP Facilitators will
review the work done during the past two years
and will also set the teachers up for practical
integration of Technology with Science, which will
be required in future.

Among the presenters, Aarnout Brombacher (above)
and Meryl Hewett Fourie (below) presented topics such
as: What it feels like to learn maths and Using games
to make maths fun.

We were encouraged by comments such as:
Grade 5 Learners from Bishop Lavis Primary insulated
their Hot Boxes with different materials. Here they are
measuring the temperature of the rice ‘cooked’ in their
Hot Box.

“It’s my first year teaching maths in my life and I really
enjoyed these workshops… have high hopes now of
learning a lot – it was fantastic!” Grade 4 teacher

from Chumisa Primary School, Khayelitsha.

