My dear colleagues,
The PSP is optimistic about education in 2013, and
we are all looking forward to the many possibilities
and challenges it may present with anticipation,
great excitement and bristling energy.
We are pleased that PSP is located at the forefront
of developments in NST for the primary school. This
follows from the Department of Basic Education’s
(DBE) request for PSP to rework and improve the
Intermediate & Senior Phase Natural Sciences &
Technology (NST) national curriculum last year.
We acknowledge that CURRICULUM CHANGE and
the implementation of CAPS in the Intermediate
Phase can be overwhelming and distressing for
teachers. Therefore, we urge schools to include the
PSP programme of courses into the School
Improvement Plans (SIPs) for the year. We believe
the high quality PSP courses will benefit teachers
and help them implement the changes more
confidently and knowledgeably; and certainly with
less anxiety and stress.
In accordance with the needs expressed by teachers
at our Annual Mass Planning Forum, the PSP
developed a full and exciting programme of courses
for
Mathematics,
Natural
Sciences
and
Environmental Education, Language and Social
Sciences fully aligned with the CAPS CURRICULUM.
Our courses help teachers build content & concept
knowledge, and offer teachers innovative practical
ideas for implementation in the classroom.
Important elements such as Assessment, Language &
Mathematics development are integrated into all
coursework.
Wishing ALL schools, teachers, learners and parents
a SUCCESSFUL & ENJOYABLE 2013! Zorina Dharsey
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PSP BIDS
FOND FAREWELL TO VIV
Viv Kenyon, the PSP’s Language & Literacy Coordinator and Foundation Phase specialist since
2005 has left the PSP and moved to Johannesburg to
be closer to her family.
We will all miss Viv’s unique, energetic and funloving personality, her refreshing humour, her
organised and brilliant teaching and the wonderful
relationship she had with many teachers.
Viv’s deep knowledge and understanding of
language and language acquisition became part of
the PSP thinking and has been embedded into all our
work. Her excellent storytelling and love for young
children was a constant inspiration to us all.

The varied faces of Viv during her 9 years at the PSP

Viv has been a huge asset to the PSP over the years,
for which we are all truly grateful!
We wish her much enjoyment and fun as she moves
into a new environment, close to Cloud, her
daughter and family. She is already working in
the library of a primary school in Johannesburg, and
she loves it!
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PSP NEWS
PSP ANNUAL
MASS PLANNING FORUM
EXCITING STUFF

Dr Gillian Arendse from iThemba Labs was an
inspiration to over 100 teachers attending the PSP
Annual Mass Planning Forum in October last year, as
he delivered his very entertaining keynote address. It
was experienced as a breath of fresh air to all present.
Some of his short and powerful messages to teachers
will stick with many of us in all our work.
In a spirit of generosity, Dr Arendse made a donation of
R5 000 to the PSP on behalf of Ithemba Labs,
sponsoring the registration of 5 schools to attend PSP
courses. Our CONGRATULATIONS go to the following
schools selected to benefit from this contribution:
1. Delft South Primary, Delft
2. Zanemfundo Primary, Philippi East
3. Lwandle Primary, Khayelitsha
4. Siyazingisa Primary, Guguletu
5. Ntwasahlobo Primary, Khayelitsha

Teachers deliberated in their subject groups and
decided on the priorities for PSP courses for this year.
A comprehensive programme of 39 courses in Natural
Sciences and Environment, Mathematics (Foundation
Phase and Intermediate Phase), Language (F Phase and
I Phase) and Social Sciences has been drawn up for this
year according to these requests.

Social Sciences teacher Nonceba Mkoko from St Mary’s
Primary makes her suggestions to Ruth Versfeld in
discussion about courses in 2013.

The PSP’s Annual Mass Planning Forum forms a crucial
element in the life of the PSP. It is here where teachers
engage with the PSP about their curriculum needs and
are invited to voice their suggestions and requests for
PSP support.
We also acknowledge and appreciate the support
expressed through the regular attendance of various
WCED officials at our functions.

Dr Gillian Arendse from Itemba Labs, guest speaker at the
PSP Annual Mass Planning Forum.

PSP CLUSTER PROJECT (2013-2014)
INCLUDES FOUNDATION PHASE
MATHS
Having negotiated with all the schools and WCED
Districts, and having prepared the ground thoroughly
in the ‘set-up’ of this project last year, the actual
engagement with teachers and development of
relationships has begun with Cluster workshops and
introductory school visits.
The 18 schools involved in this project are situated in
the North, Overberg and Cape Winelands Districts.
(318 teachers)

Two PSP Advisory Committee members, (left) Xoliswa
Sitetyana from iKwezi Lesiswe Primary and (right) Nonkosi
Kaleni from Nomlinganiselo Primary attended the Annual
Mass Planning Forum. We are very grateful for their
continued support and guidance.

The Natural Sciences & Technology (NST) workshops
for Grades 4-6 as well as a Grade 7 workshop for
Natural Sciences (NS) in all Districts have been well
attended. Teachers enthusiastically engaged in various
practical activities designed to promote science
learning in the classroom.
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‘Counting with Coronation’
We have successfully extended the Cluster Project to
include a Foundation Phase Mathematics component.
This new component is kindly sponsored by
CORONATION FUND MANAGERS and is known as
‘Counting with Coronation’. PSP can now provide the 18
Cluster schools with training, classroom support and
much needed resources to enhance Maths teaching &
learning in the Foundation Phase.

PSP NEWS
PSP LATEST PUBLICATIONS
The PSP’s latest publication is a compilation of case
studies featuring first-time teacher mentees in the pilot
JMP project, as evidence of the work achieved.

Foundation Phase (FP) teachers will therefore receive Life
Skills as well as Maths training in this PSP project.
We are fortunate to have Ms Tholine Greffrath from
Worcester to assist us with the FP Maths training and
support in the Overberg and Cape Winelands Districts,
and Ms Meryl Hewett-Fourie to assist us with the North
District schools. Already teachers have expressed their
excitement about this project.

We acknowledge the important contribution of UWC
(Dean Zubeida Desai, Dr Nadeen Moolla & Prof Clarence
Williams) and our sister organization MEPP (Mathematics
Education Primary Programme) towards the success of
this pilot project. We wish all the young teachers involved
in this project the very best.

Overberg Foundation Phase: Mathematics can be fun –
even on a Saturday morning!

Tholine Greffrath brings a wealth of 24 years’ experience
in the Foundation phase. Here she explains to teachers in
the Overberg why teaching PATTERNS in the Foundation
Phase is so important.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
PSP Teacher Support books are being
reworked to align with the new CAPS
curriculum. The Life & Living Grade 4 – 6 (Eng
and Afr) books are currently being printed.
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PSP NEWS
Hands-on Environmental Project
(HOEP)

FIRST-TIME TEACHERS SIGN UP FOR
SUPPORT IN THE JMP PROJECT

The Hands-on-Environment Project (HOEP) school visits
brought 520 children to the Edith Stephens Wetland Park
(ESWP) last year. Learners benefitted from interactions
with the natural environment. There were many and
varied positive experiences for the children as they
participated in a day of environmental learning. The PSP is
very grateful to Rose Thomas & Wendy Hitchcock for their
valuable contribution and commitment to the success of
this project.

On the 3rd October 2012, 4th year education students
from UWC were introduced to the PSP’s Joint Mentorship
Project. The JMP offers first-time teachers mentorship &
support by expert teachers for a two year period. The
project also provides guidance to schools & SMTs on how
best to support young teachers entering the profession.
Following our initial presentation at UWC, 37 graduates
attended an introductory workshop at the PSP on the 4th
December 2012. As most of these aspirant teachers
already had teaching posts for 2013, they were eager to
start their teaching on the right note.
The programme focused on what they could expect from
participating in the JMP project and also invited them to
write a motivation to sign up for the two-year
commitment required.

Ms Pieterson from J.S. Klopper Primary with her grade 5
learners on their school visit to the ESWP. Here they are
interviewing a plant and recording the height and
circumference of the stem and the size of the leaves.

PSP RURAL WORK
STRENGTHENED
Our Rural Facilitator, Sandra Rossouw has moved to
Bredasdorp, from where she will co-ordinate and extend
the PSP’s support for rural schools.

Thirty-seven 4th year students from UWC squeezed into the PSP
conference room, eager to take up suggestions and tips from
experts to help them start their teaching careers on a solid footing.

PSP facilitators, Nadiema Gamieldien, Nocawe Malatsi,
Sandra Rossouw and Novosti Buta conducted the
orientation workshop, acquainting first-time teachers
with various strategies they could use during the first few
weeks of school to ensure success from the very
beginning.

Sandra Rossouw, PSP Rural Co-ordinator

This expansion forms part of PSP’s vision for a stronger
presence and the establishment of a PSP base in the rural
areas.
Sandra has been involved with the PSP since 2003 and is
currently supporting the teachers of 6 primary schools in
the Overberg District and the teachers of 3 primary
schools in the Cape Winelands District (105 teachers) in
the new PSP Cluster Project.
She will also be a ‘mentor’ in the new two-year Joint
Mentorship Project, which starts next term.

First-time teachers become acquainted with practical Maths
teaching and learning strategies for the primary school learner.

Sharing the benefits of JMP with the greater education
community; Zorina Dharsey presented this project at
the January 2013 SAARMSTE conference.

