Greetings to all colleagues and friends

Leslie Liddell has joined the PSP team as the
new Director.
We are delighted to announce the appointment of
our new PSP Director, Leslie Liddell! She comes to us
with much management and leadership experience –
(see further down), most recently from the
organisation, BIOWATCH, where she was the
director.
We wish her a very happy and productive stay with
the PSP as our organisation increases its capacity to
play a bigger role in the crucial area of Teacher
Development and Support in this country through
partnerships and networks. The PSP is ready to take
on a leadership role in primary education in South
Africa.
Mascha will be working in a part-time capacity to coordinate the materials development work of the PSP.
This will also ensure a smooth hand-over of PSP
management for continuity.
We have an exciting new programme of short
courses for teachers in NS, Maths, Language and
Social Sciences drawn up for the year, according to
the requests from teachers after the very
successful Annual Mass Planning Forum last year.
Please see the programme of courses included with
this PSP NEWS. It is also available on the PSP
website (www.psp.org.za).

NB: Please book your places in advance for
these courses! Nthabi:Tel: 021 691 9039
We wish you all a very successful term!
Contact the PSP if you need help:

Ntsiki, Zorina, Nadiema, Rose, Viv, Vava, Sandra,
Sam, Gcobisa, Nthabi, Leslie
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MEET THE NEW PSP DIRECTOR

Leslie Liddell, the new PSP Director with Mascha, who
now works part-time with the PSP in Materials Coordination

We welcome Leslie to the PSP team
Leslie has served as Director of a range of NGO’s
and as such has experience in senior management,
fund raising, strategic planning, project management,
human resources development and organisational
development. She also has training and facilitation
experience on human rights, political, development,
community and social fields. She has undertaken
extensive voluntary work with
marginalized
communities in South Africa and has served on a
number of Boards of NGOs.
And Leslie has experience of schooling as she also
qualified as a primary school teacher and worked in a
‘remedial’ school.
Leslie is keen to get to know our project work and
will be visiting courses, workshops and schools with
facilitators during the next months.
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PSP INTRODUCES OUR
E-LEARNING PROJECT

ANNUAL MASS PLANNING FORUM
WHAT A SUCCESS!
More than 300 teachers attended this annual
event in October last year. It became the biggest
PSP gathering of teachers and PSP friends and
WCED officials in years. Besides providing a broad
forum for teachers to decide on priority topics
for PSP courses, workshops and support in 2009,
it was also secretly organised by the PSP staff as
a fantastic surprise farewell for Mascha as
Manager. What an occasion!

Sam Christie, managing the PSP E-Learning Project

Sam Christie has joined the PSP team. He is an
electrical engineer and has previously worked as a
project manager for the Shuttleworth Foundation,
amongst others.
His focus is to incorporate e-learning into our
work.
This is part of a new project by the PSP to
develop the capacity (both our own and the
teachers we support) to use technology in the
classroom.
We are really excited about this work and while
we are still developing an overall plan, our
approach will be to incorporate technology into
our existing work wherever possible. This will
mean using new electronic media to support our
courses and to identify where technical resources
such as smart boards and computer labs can be
better used to enhance teaching and learning at
school.
This is new for the PSP
We believe this new work comes at the right time.
More and more schools have access to technology
and the focus is shifting towards using this
technology effectively to enhance teaching and
learning in the classroom.
Materials component
Another component of this work in e-learning will
be to make our own PSP Materials available for
broader distribution electronically. (Move them
online, CDs etc). This will extend the reach of the
PSP beyond the teachers we interact with in our
projects. Watch this space!

PSP’s Annual Mass Planning Forum 2008

Xola Mkefe was the MC (secret exposed!)

Farewell speech from Mascha
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Mcebisi Mnconywa: PSP Trustee also made a speech
Dr Brian Wilson, Chief Curriculum Advisor of the Winelands
Education District welcomed the teachers in Bella Vista
Primary, Ceres

Zandisile Bonani from Sivuyiseni Primary got a prize for
attending 25 PSP workshops in 2008!

PSP CERTIFICATION CEREMONIES –
RURAL AND URBAN
Various certification ceremonies were held in the
final weeks of last term. In total 980 teachers were
awarded certificates for attending 100% of their
courses across all the projects. The certificates also
showed the number of hours of course and classroom
contact time.
In the Boland 87 teachers received certificates (55
F Phase and 32 Intermediate Phase), and the I Phase
certificates indicated 32 hours of active contact
time with Natural Sciences.

Mr Mbebe from Zimasa Primary received his certificate from Ms
Suanne Rampou, Curriculum Advisor of the Central Education
District with Nadiema of the PSP

Mr Ntobeko Magwentshu and Ms Thandi Matanzima from
Vuzamanzi Primary photographed here with Nadiema, Ntsiki and
Zorina of the PSP

Mrs Phillips of Goudini-Bad Primary received her certificate at
the Riverview Certification from Monica Stanley of the Cape
Winelands Education District – here with Sandra of the PSP
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NATIONAL MCEN CONFERENCE

PSP NEWS
ZENEX PROJECT SPARKLES
The PSP team is looking forward to continuing their
work with the schools participating in the ZenexSpark Project this year. In the 4th term of 2008, a
team of board members from the Zenex Foundation
visited some of the Literacy classrooms in which the
PSP is working. We were excited to share some of
the work that the teachers and children are doing.
This year we are looking forward to deepening our
relationship with schools, teachers and their
learners. We know that together we can make a
difference and get our learners excited about
becoming avid readers and writers of different
genres, as well as young mathematicians, ready for
the senior grades.

Rose Thomas of the PSP (left) with Marine and Coastal
educators at her workshop at the conference

Rose Thomas was invited to present a workshop on
Evolution at the National Conference of the Marine
and Coastal Educators Network (MCEN), held in
Mossel Bay in January. The morning workshop was
very well received and Rose was acknowledged with
the Best Presentation of the Conference award!
Since then Rose has been asked to do the same at
two more conferences in March and April.
There were some excellent presentations by the
young shark researchers in Mossel Bay doing ground
breaking research on Great Whites, and a group of
grandmothers in PE who do marine education with
grade one children. They take kids down to the
beach, escorted by the police to the areas where the
poachers can be found at work, and they include
them all in their teaching! They dress the children up
as seals, penguins and gannets as they learn about
these animals. Afterwards, the police arrest the
poachers!
It is depressing to hear that our fish stocks have
collapsed, and that all our perlemoen stocks have
disappeared!
There is also astonishing environmental change along
the coast because of climate change and warming
and cooling of sea water. For example in Mossel Bay
the sea temperature has risen to 27ºC in certain
conditions and in Durban the water was a low 14ºC
over the Christmas period! These changes are
unheard of and warm water organisms are now
growing on reefs near Mossel Bay!

This shows the graph we constructed with grade 3s at
Springdale Primary, and the sentences they created to interpret
the information

This shows Shared Writing based on another graph we
constructed with grade 3s
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