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POSITIVITY ISICHOOLS

Anew year is about a fresh staahdnew opportunities
Anewschoolyear usually begins witfeviewing learner
performances andeflecting onf I & (i cBaffiehgs D
the processfrequently giving rise toinnovative plans
and committed energyo improving outcomes

We know taching is a tough job! On top bking on
your feet all day juggling the social, emotional, ang
academic needs d& class of learnerg¢eachers are also
dealing with endless stacks of paperwoflots of
marking is taken home)ncreasing pressuresom all
levels after-school activitiesprofessional development
coursesand parentteacher communications, all the
while they tryto keep head above watent is not hard
to understand that staying positive is not easy.

The difficult work in schools and classrooms has th
ultimate reward awl benefit of bigger, better, and
brighter futures for all our children.

Positivity in schools is a key aspémtimprovement It
contributes to collaboration,everybody feeling better
about themselves, improving their attitudes and their
productivity!

Dr Zorina Dharsey J

PSP wishes all schools, teachers, learn&rparents a
productiveterm, 2017. Wishing all a blesssear!
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FOND FAREWELL TO TRUSTE
LYNNE MATHEWS

Lynne Mathews, a highly valued stalwart of the P8Rs
served on the Board of Trustees since 2008.

Over the
years the PSP
has
benefitted
from her
wide network
of contacts
potential
donors,as
well as her
ready
practical
experience
and
assistance
which was
always
available.

Warm THANK YOU to TrusteeLynne Mathews

Her passion and dedicatiofor bringing about
educational change and improvement inspired the
PSP management to critically review strategies anc
activities in pursuance of its visioof excellent
primary schoolindgor all South Africa's children

The PSPhanks Lynne warmlyfor her steadfast
support over the many yeamsnd wishes her well in
the future.



ANNUAL MASS PLANNING
GIVES RISE TO VIBRANT
INNOVATION PROJECT COURSHES

Thet {t Qa ! yydzrf al aa
last year once againprovided the opportunity for
consultation and engagement with teachers on which
topic areas to include in the Innovation Project course
programme for 2017A rich programme of 70 course
was drawn up to be run in the first three terms of this
year.

In 2016 over 1,000 teachers from 88 primary schoo
participated in the Innovation Project.

There has been an unprecedented and overwhelming
responseo our courseshis term,as teachersire
attendingin large numbers.

Intermediate Phasé&nglish coursepresented at the PSP
office by Michelle van Heerden from UWC

Teachers using balloon earths in theMap Skillscourse.

Ruth Versfeld leads the Social Sciences courséseor
PSP.In this Map Skills course for Grade 5, Ruth
modelled how to integrate Geography with
Mathematics and Language development.

The Innovation Project is emrdinated by Novosti
Buta.
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PSP NEWS

Foundation Phase Mathematics teachers crowded the
room.

Wendy Hitchcockpresented the Natural Sciences &
Tednology (NST) course on Life & Living.

Teachershecameanvolved in the isiXhosa course for
Intermediate Phaséeachersat the PSP

Marlene Roussealed the Foundation Phasénglish
course
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TEACHERONFERENCE

¢ KS / £ dza G S NJ -2 tSNBSBuBtEGI With
@! o | k prajett fok Fyuindation Phase Mathematics
teachersfrom 10 urbanand 5 rural Cluster schools
ended with an excitingsaturdayTeacher Conference
held in Octoberlast year at Enkulakweni Primary
schoo| Kraaifontein

Each schogbresented their best ideas and experienceg
in teaching Foundation Phase Mathematits an
enthusiastic audiencePresentationsincluded: Doing
Interventions Using real objects to teach MathSroup
teachingandIntegration of Language & Maths

The Foundation Phase Mathematics Teacher Conferencel
concluded the successfuli @nting with Coronatiof
project and endedavith everyondn high spirits.

Florence February
poses witha teacher
as they receive their
certificates at the
Conference.

Two teachergrom Mullersrus School Buffelsjagrivier

in the Overbergoined their colleagues at the conference
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MENTORSHIP PROJECT
FOCUS ONST& LANGUAGE

u ‘51' f?le PSReam of three experienced facilitators, Ntsiki

Mahote, Vava Mahkubalo and Zozo Nxawe continued
their project work in the Education District of King
2 At f Al Yibsiaternd, Andl yhcluded an NST course
for all science teachers as wak a Foundation Phase
Language/Life Skik®ursewith the ten project schools

This trip focused on visiting treehools and guiding the
HODs on how to mentor their novice teachénstheir
classrooms One SubjecAdviser accompanied them to
the schools.

Z0z0
Nxawe
working
with a
teacher in
a Grade3
class in
Kolele
Primary
Schoolin
Mount
Coke.

Learners
ina
multi-
grade
classin
Mggesha
Primary
School
sorting

vertebrates and imertebrates using the PSP indigenous
animal cards

During the
NST course
on Life &
Living, the
Principal of
Qhuggwala
Primary
Schoolin
Peddie
(right)
workedwith
an HOD from
Smiling Valley Primary farm schoobn a practical
activity, making a skeleton structure.




NEW JMP CYCLE 22018
STARTS
WITH A BANG

Following from theconclusionof the previous JMP
cycle with thesuccessfuConference in October last
year, the PSP hasaken note of teacherfeedback,
carefullyreviewedthe strengths and weaknesses of
the 2015¢ 2016 cycle ands making improvements
where necessary.

While maintairnng the basic support model of
targeted courses and monthly classroom mentorshif
for 30 firsttime teachersthe new cycle will havihe
added objective of consol i dati ng
for practical mentor shi

The first6 hour Saturday course for novice teachers
this yearattracted over 80 participants who were
accommodated in a tent at the PSP offices at the Edit
Stephens Nature Reserve.

Novice teachers from schools in all the Educatiof
Districts have applied for PSP mentapsin the new
cycle. These young teachers have graduated from
wide range of Teacher Training Institutions, including
UWC, Stellenbosch, UCT, CRbd UNISA.

The PSP team is very excited about working wit
these enthusiastic young teachers.
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PSP NEWS

FIRST GRADE 7 MATERIALS
NOW AVAILABLE

Planet Earth & Beyon@rade 7is now available in
English and Afrikaans. Pleasge the order formink
belowto get your copyWe are currently working on
the Life &LivingGrade 7book, andEnergy & Change
will followX &¢I G OK GKAa &Ll OSH

https://www.psp.org.za/wp -
content/uploads/2017/02/PSPOrder-Form2017.pdf

shutterstock - 228422731

REMINDER O SCHOOLS
PSP invites your school to register
for Innovation coursefor the year
This is a onceff fee of R1000
per school and allows all teachers from
your school to attend courses in 2017

REGISTRATION MUST BE PAID BY END OF APR

ALL TEACHERS MUST S8@K
THEIR PLACES IN ADVAﬂ(Zé
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