
 

 
A ‘can-do’ attitude can be life-changing 

 

A ‘can do’ attitude towards whatever challenge comes 
your way, no matter what barrier you come up against, 
and no matter what life may have in store for you, 
means that you will come out ahead. Optimism, 
confidence, dedicated action, and a willingness to keep 
on trying will help you succeed.  
 

PSP’s work in schools begins with a ‘can do’ attitude and 
with the positive perspective that all CHILDREN CAN 
LEARN and all TEACHERS CAN TEACH. Prior to teaching 
a lesson a teacher may test the children, most often by 
asking oral questions, to help the teacher understand 
what the children know and can do. This way the 
teacher can help children work towards gaining a next 
set of knowledge and skills, linking old with new in ways 
that are helpful to them. 
 

Teachers’ current knowledge and skills base is the 
starting point for the PSP. Prior to all project work in 
schools and with teachers a thorough analysis allows us 
to acknowledge the different circumstances for 
teaching and learning in schools, and helps us 
understand the in-context challenges that impact 
teachers’ work. This way, PSP’s training and support is 
practical and constructive.  
PSP is proudly building with the teachers we serve 
towards our vision of all children benefitting from 
excellent Science, Tech, Maths and Language education.  

 

Dr Zorina Dharsey wishes all schools, teachers, learners 
& parents an AWESOME 4th term.  
 

TO ALL PRINCIPALS, SMTs AND TEACHERS 

 Come and enjoy the PSP with your colleagues 

 Be inspired and decide together on the most 

important topics for PSP courses and support for 

2018 

 Make sure your professional needs are met  

 Also consider the needs for your school SIPS 2018. 

 

 

 

THIS ISSUE 

 Annual Mass Planning Forum 
 Congratulations to Philip Mbebe from Zimasa 

Primary 
 Wonderful News – more classroom space 
 ‘Energy & Change’ experienced in exciting ways last 

term 
 PSP’s isiXhosa courses now include Educare Centres 
 PSP and BOTSOC in a productive collaboration 
 PSP presents the JMP at DST/NRF Maths and Science 

Education Forum. 

 

INVITATION 

PSP 

ANNUAL MASS PLANNING FORUM 

WEDNESDAY 18th OCTOBER 2017 

 

Edith Stephens Nature Reserve 

2:45 – 4:30pm 

GUEST SPEAKER: 

Mr. Haroon Mahomed (WCED) 

Philip Mbebe, senior Maths and Science teacher 

from Zimasa Primary celebrates his recent 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR award in the South and 

Central Districts Cluster. Congratulating him are 

Novosti Buta and Rose Thomas from the PSP.  

We wait to hear the results of the next rounds… 

results  
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WONDERFUL NEWS 

MORE CLASSROOM SPACE 
 

 

Large numbers of teachers have been attending PSP 

courses – especially those for the JMP and Foundation 

Phase Mathematics, Language and Life Skills. We had to 

investigate options for more training space.  

We are delighted to announce that, with the help of 

wonderful donors, the Frank Jackson Foundation and 

Wings of Support, we were able to secure funding for a 

new classroom and ablution facility. The classroom can 

accommodate up to 60 teachers. 

The new classroom arrived in two large sections. 

 
The City of Cape Town assisted with preparing the site 
for the new classroom and will connect the electricity 
and plumbing soon. They will also provide wooden 
material to finish off and enhance the setting.  

The new classroom and ablution facility in position. The 

PSP can now accommodate more teachers at courses. 

 
The PSP is sincerely grateful to the City for their 
collaboration on this project and to the Frank Jackson 
Foundation and Wings of Support for their generosity. 
 

The Natural Sciences & Technology theme for the third 
term is always Energy & Change and Systems & Control. 
All PSP work with teachers and children focused on this 
theme last term.  

Grade 6 teachers built balloon rocket systems and 

measured how far they travelled. Rose Thomas  

facilitated this course. 

Grade 4 teachers focused on ‘Sound’ (below). Wendy 

Hitchcock explained how the human ear works and then 

they made a model of the ear. Teachers particularly 

enjoyed this activity and loved connecting with exactly 

how sound is heard. 

‘ENERGY & CHANGE’ 

EXPERIENCED IN EXCITING WAYS  

LAST TERM 
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Grade 4 children (below) visiting the PSP as part of the 

HOEP project also learnt about ‘Sound’. Guided by their 

teacher and Wendy Hitchcock, they made instruments and 

played with the various sounds they produced. 

 

The children spent time outdoors in the reserve, 
connecting with the sounds outside and becoming 
aware of the many sounds in their environment they 
hear through the ear.  

Through the PSP Cluster Project, PSP facilitators visited 
many science teachers following their Energy & Change 
course at the start of the term.  

These Grade 4 children at Masonwabe Primary School in 

Delft South produced an ‘Energy Story’ of a soccer player 

and were proud to display their work. 

 

 
 

PSP’s isiXHOSA COURSES 

NOW INCLUDE EDUCARE CENTRES 

 
 

Teachers have given enthusiastic feedback on the PSP’s 
isiXhosa Language teaching courses, offered in response 
to teachers’ requests for support.  
 

IsiXhosa teacher courses for Foundation as well as 
Intersen Phases have been included in PSP’s Innovation 
Project course programme each term.  
 

The courses provide innovative teaching ideas and 
practical ways to implement the CAPS curriculum.  
Many teachers have expressed appreciation for the 
opportunity to engage directly with the CAPS curriculum 
and develop a better understanding about its 
requirements.  

 

Vava Makhubalo runs the isiXhosa Language course 

programme. 

A Foundation Phase teacher presenting her groups’ levels 

of questioning during a comprehension exercise.  
 

This isiXhosa programme has been expanded to include 
Educare Centres in order to bridge the gap, and inform 
Educare Centre teachers of the language levels 
expected of children as they progress from the Centres 
to Grade R. 
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PSP AND BOTSOC 
PRODUCTIVE COLLABORATION 

 
 
 

The Botanical Society of South Africa invited the PSP to 
participate in a national project to create awareness 
amongst youth about the need for conservation with 
particular emphasis on South Africa’s threatened cycad 
plants.  
 

The first phase of this project was to develop a resource 
book of practical activities to assist teachers and 
environmental officers and trainers across the country 
in their training workshops on cycads.  

The resource book of activities was developed by the PSP 

in collaboration with the BOTSOC as part of the national 

project on conservation focusing on cycads. 

 

A colourful A1-sized poster on cycads was developed in 
conjunction with this resource book. It was designed by 
Kevin Shields and features cycads as ancient plants that 
have survived until today.  
 

The project will be launched by the Botanical Society in 
November. 
 
 

 
DST-NRF-COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

FORUM IN MATHEMATICS  
AND SCIENCE EDUCATION 

 
 

The PSP was invited to present the Joint Mentorship 
Project (JMP) at the Community of Practice Forum on 
Mathematics and Science education, run by the 
Department of Science & Technology and the National 
Research Foundation, and hosted over two days by the 
DBE in Pretoria.  
 

The main theme was: Professional Development of 
Mathematics and Science Teachers and Learner 
Progression.  
 

Zorina Dharsey described the main elements of the JMP 
in mentoring first-time teachers, and the potential this 
holds for improved professional development of Maths 
and Science teachers in this country.  

 Mr Andrew Fair, Manager: Centre for Pedagogy at 

Stellenbosch University and Dr Angela James, Academic 

Leader for Community Management at the School of 

Education, University of KZN with Glenda 

Shupinyaneng, PSP Office and Sales Manager.  

 
It is encouraging to note 
that SACE has 
considered 
implementing a year of 
mentorship for all first-
time teachers before 
they can be appointed 
permanently.  
 
 

 
 Please note 

PSP courses are all registered with SACE. 
Teachers will be awarded SACE CTPD 

points for courses attended. 


