
 

 
My dear colleagues, 

Teachers’ voices 
It is that time of the year again, when the PSP 
consults with teachers in planning the PSP course 
and support programme for the new year. Please 
see the invitation to all teachers and principals 
and come to participate in the Annual Mass 
Planning Forum: Wed 22 October. 
 

There is an unfortunate tradition that consistently 
excludes ordinary teachers from important 
decisions and processes in education, such as 
curriculum development, and even choosing which 
textbooks to use in schools. Teachers are the ones 
usually overlooked or ignored when educational 
change and new developments are considered.  
Yet, teachers are the ones who have to make 
sense of the changes introduced, and to 
implement these meaningfully in classrooms, in 
schools every day. Teachers have to make it work 
for the many children they work with, while 
becoming deeply connected to the intellectual, 
emotional and physical well-being of learners and 
their families.   
PSP acknowledges the vital role of teachers in 
children’s lives, and the importance of listening to 
teachers. We invite principals and teachers to join 
the PSP in developing a relevant programme that 
speaks to the current specific professional training 
and support needs of teachers and schools.  
 

We wish ALL schools, teachers, learners and parents a 

prosperous 4th term 2014!  Zorina Dharsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSP  
           ANNUAL MASS PLANNING 

FORUM 
 

Wed 22 October 
 

Invitation to all teachers  
and principals  

 

**** 
Have your say and  
join your colleagues 

to plan the  
PSP programme of courses for 2015 

 

**** 
            Edith Stephens Wetland Park 

2:45 – 4:30pm 
 
 
 

PSP WINS GLOBAL BEST AWARD 
 
 

We are proud to announce that the PSP was 
selected as the International Education Business 
Partnership Network’s (IPN’s) Global Best award 
winner for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths, in the Africa Region for its professional 
development work with teachers for 2014. 
All category winners from each of the six 
geographic regions; Africa, Asia, Australia 
/Oceania, Europe, North America and South 
America, were invited to collect their awards and 
present their work at the 12th IPN Conference, 
recently held in Brussels.                      Cont overleaf 
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The PSP considered it important to represent Africa at 

this global event in order to showcase South African 

solutions to tackling a universal issue.  

Zorina Dharsey 

receiving the 

award from 

Amber Gell, a 

NASA 

Astronaut, 

(right) and Ola 

Risnes (middle), 

the Chairman 

of the IPN 

Zorina explained, “We have observed that when newly 
appointed teachers are provided with support, it 
makes all the difference. It helps them connect pre-
service theory with the context of practice more 
efficiently. The process helps to fast-track their 
professional adjustment in schools. This way positive 
teaching and learning in classrooms is maximised in the 
long term for learners,”  
PSP is grateful to Brimstone Investment Corporation 
Limited for its contribution towards the costs of 
attending this conference. 

 
CLUSTER PROJECT CYCLE ENDS  

 
The Cluster Project 2013 – 2014 is drawing to a close 
with a flurry of activity. After a two-year engagement 
with more than 411 teachers from 18 primary schools, 
the final science workshops were held last term on the 
theme: Energy & Change.   

Nadiema Gamieldien uses the City of Cape Town’s 

poster on SMART LIVING during the Energy & Change 

workshops with teachers. 

 
 

Teacher Malika Ismail from Merrydale Primary 

School, Mitchell’s Plain (left) receiving her Wonder-

bag with Zukiswa Gala, Curriculum Adviser from the 

North District (middle) and Nadiema from the PSP 
 

Teachers were interested to learn about how the 
Wonder-bag can be used for saving energy when 
cooking. Each teacher received their own Wonder-bag 
which was sponsored by the City of Cape Town.  
 

During the 3rd term learners in many classrooms were 
dealing with 
Energy & 
Change in a 
practical 
way, using 
familiar 
objects, 
such as a 
kettle 
(right).  
 

They also 
discussed how electricity comes to our homes and 
identified the parts of the national grid (below). 
 

 
 

Grade 4 children from Nalikamva Primary in Mfuleni 

discussing the national electricity supply. 
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‘COUNTING WITH CORONATION’ 
PROJECT CYCLE CONCLUDED 

 
 
The ‘Counting with Coronation’ project formed part of 
the PSP Cluster Project.  It has worked with 176 
teachers on improving the teaching of Foundation 
Phase Mathematics in the Grade R – 3 classrooms of 
the 18 Project schools during the last two-year period. 
 

 
 

Grade R children starting to work with objects as part 

of data-handling at Itsitsa Primary, Mfuleni 

 

 
 

A group of Grade 1s counting, sorting and stringing 

beads at Itsitsa Primary, Mfuleni 

 
In working towards sustaining improved Mathematics 
in the schools after the project conclusion, the PSP will 
meet with the SMTs of the project schools once more 
during this 4th term to assist schools with developing a 
Strategic Action Plan for Mathematics Development. 
This will focus on analyzing the ANAs and Systemic 
results for their school and then developing a plan of 
action to address any identified problem areas.   
This has been a very exciting project for all concerned. 
 
 

 

MENTORSHIP PROJECT ENDS WITH  
AN INSPIRING CONFERENCE 

 
 

The last two years of the current JMP project cycle 
(2013 – 2014) saw five experienced PSP Mentors visit 
24 first-time teachers in their classrooms regularly 
every month, (21 visits per teacher over the two years). 
They offered on-site mentorship, coaching and 
guidance on developing the kind of classroom practice 
that will form the foundation on which the mentees 
will build their careers.  
 

These mentees, together with a large group of other 
first-time teachers (52 in total) participated in 6-hour 
specifically targeted training workshops each term.  
Besides addressing serious knowledge gaps, the 
training workshops focused on the commonly observed 
challenges, and also offered innovative solutions as 
well as extensive enrichment. 
 

The young teachers involved in this two-year JMP cycle 
qualified at various teacher-training institutions from 
our local universities and UNISA. Most found 
themselves teaching in difficult situations with large 
classes, being responsible for subjects they were not 
trained to teach. They gladly committed themselves to 
this project and responded with grateful enthusiasm. 

Farewell gathering after the Conference for First-time 

teachers held at UWC 
 

At the end of this project cycle, the PSP held a 
Conference for first-time teachers at UWC to showcase 
and share their best practice with other novice and 
also experienced teachers. This was enthusiastically 
received by the 68 attendees, consisting of teachers, 
principals and SMT members, as well as 4th year 
students from UWC. 
Twelve first-time teachers made presentations on 
topics such as: Challenges with discipline; Classroom 
Management; Using string beads to teach place value; 
Being a reflective practitioner; Group work; The value 
of being mentored, etc. 
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PSP LAUNCHES ITS FIRST PROJECT BOOK 
FOR LEARNERS 

 
 

We are very happy to introduce PSP’s very first 
project book for Intermediate Phase learners on 
Indigenous Knowledge & Science, as required by the 
CAPS curriculum. 

Learning about 
traditional pottery 
was launched and 
‘workshopped’ at the 
PSP on 14 August 
with an enthusiastic 
group of 28 Grade 5 
teachers. 
The PSP facilitators 
presented ways to 
use this project book 
with learners. 
 

 

Teachers tried out the practical activities themselves 
using clay and made models of animals, pinch pots 
and coil pots (below). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The project books require learners to work with clay. 

Teachers tried it out first.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some schools won supplies of clay and also class sets 

of project books in a lucky draw. 
 

Project books are available on the Order Form from 
the PSP website: www.psp.org.za 

It was gratifying to note that, as teachers engaged 
with the content of traditional clay technology and 
how it has evolved to modern ceramics, some 
teachers felt moved by this project book as it 
dignifies the cultural tradition and knowledge in a 
meaningful way.  
One teacher wrote: “…this reminds us of our history, 
please continue with this work.”  
 

We believe every South African child should 
experience these practical activities on Indigenous 
Knowledge Technologies in order to respect and 
value our cultural heritage. 
The complete Indigenous Knowledge and Science 
Project Books series will include: 

 Learning about traditional pottery, (Grade 5) 

 Learning about traditional weaving (Grade 4) 

 Learning about traditional fermentation (Grade6) 
 

PARKFIELDS PRIMARY CREATES A SAFE 
‘SECRET GARDEN’ 

 
Congratulations to Parkfields Primary in Hanover 
Park for achieving their dream of creating a safe and 
beautiful space – their ‘Secret Garden’. The school 
worked with the Frank Joubert Art Centre and the 
Ibhabhathane Project to re-imagine their school 
environment and all participated in transforming 
their grey inner playground into a colourful space 
with mosaic and painted images, inspired by the 
children’s own designs. This is a shining example of 
visionary teachers Dorothy Mouton and Fowzia 
Damon, actively driving this project for many years. 

The 
‘Secret 

Garden’ 
consists 

of 
painted 
murals, 
mosaics 

and 28 
painted 

doors. 

Mosaic 
birds and fish and fossils in the sea decorate the walls. 

http://www.psp.org.za/

