
 
My dear colleagues,  
 

Critical role of primary school teachers 
It’s that time of year again. Thousands of 
matriculants are preparing to write a major 
examination. We are reminded of the enormous 
contribution primary school teachers make to 
prepare children for this critical moment in their 
lives. Matric is after all the culmination of 12 years of 
schooling, with each teacher along the way making a 
contribution.  
As a primary school teacher your influence has a 
lasting impact on a child’s future. 
Also, this time of the year critics will speculate at 
length about how learners are likely to perform in 
maths & science and there will be concern about the 
possible poor results. As usual, the government and 
education departments are criticized endlessly about 
what it is NOT going right …...  
We can all be critics and complain, but what are we 
doing to change things?!   
Do we think about what we as teachers can do 
differently to impact learning positively? Do we 
involve our learners actively when we teach? Do we 
strive to make our lessons fun, interesting and 
meaningful? Are we just teaching the curriculum or 
are we teaching children? Are we not all responsible 
for the matric results in the end? These are just 
some of the questions we ponder over as we reflect 
on the year and prepare for 2014.  
Our best wishes to ALL schools, teachers, learners and 
parents. We wish you a PLEASANT term and a GLORIOUS 
RESTFUL holiday!  
 

Zorina Dharsey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
                                                
                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PSP PROMOTES 
ACTIVE TEACHING AND LEARNING 

ACROSS ALL PROJECTS 
 

The PSP encourages all teachers to use classroom 
teaching strategies that engage their learners in 
practical and experiential hands-on learning in all the 
subjects across the curriculum.  
 

Last term was no exception.  
The PSP training courses and workshops in all projects 
saw teachers and their learners active and learning.  In 
the JMP First-time Teachers workshop 20 first-time 
teachers attended this 7-hr workshop during the 
holidays at the PSP. 
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 2 PSP NEWS 
They made models of Earth balls to use in their 
Planet Earth & Beyond lessons this term, as a 
practical assessment task. This was followed by in-
depth discussion about its assessment and 
developing suitable assessment criteria.  
The PSP also engaged these novice teachers in 
discussions about the required processes of the 
IQMS at schools.  
 

 
 

PSP Facilitators, Nocawe Malatse and Nadiema 
Gamieldien mixing flour & water glue for making models 
of the Earth. 
 

 
Mr M. 
Davids, 
principal at 
Blossom 
Road 
Primary 
School 
presented 
the ‘Circle 
of Courage’, 
a 
philosophy 
integrating 
four core 
values of belonging, mastery, independence and 
generosity.  The philosophy emphasizes the need to 
create an environment of shared values in the 
classroom.  
 

One Grade 7 Innovation course dealt with 
understanding the Periodic Table. This course helped 
teachers to make sense of the Periodic Table and 
how it works. The course also included practical 
ways to introduce this to learners. Teachers all 
received a colourful poster of the Periodic Table, 
originally developed and printed by the Shuttleworth 
Foundation. 
 

 
 

Teachers discussing the activity using the Periodic Table  
 

The Cluster Project workshops held at the start of 
the term in the various venues in the North, 
Overberg and Winelands Districts covered the 
main topics in the new CAPS curriculum for the 
third term. This assisted the teachers to become 
fully familiar with the new curriculum and to 
interpret it adequately for the Intermediate Phase.  
 

Teachers and learners focused on the Natural 
Sciences & Technology themes Energy & Change 
and Systems & Control. 
The workshops were packed with activities and 
the ensuing concept development discussions at 
teacher level.  
 

 
 

Mr Belu, Grade 5 teacher at Wallacedene Primary in 
Kraaifontein sets up the activity for learners to make wheels 
and axels for their balloon-driven buggy. 
 

Teachers always enjoy seeing their learners engaged 
in practical activity. Children enjoy the learning 
through activity and they retain the learning 
experiences much longer. 
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Grade 7 teachers comparing different fuels  
PSP encourages teachers to conduct Natural 
Sciences ‘hands-on’ practical investigations with 
all grades (R – 7). First-hand investigative 
experiences have tremendous value and 
contribute to a deep understanding of important 
maths & science concepts. Children also learn 
better when they are engaged both physically and 
mentally in investigating and manipulating 
elements in their environment.  
Science for young children should involve asking 
questions, probing for answers, conducting 
investigations, and collecting data. This will allow 
children to become engaged in the investigative 
nature of science and to experience the joy of 
having wonderful ideas. In this way Science 
becomes a way of thinking and understanding. 
 

 
 

Teachers getting to know the Grade 4 Energy & Change 
curriculum. Here Foundation Phase teachers experience 
the joy of making a light bulb light up.  
 

Active, learner-centred TEACHING is one of the 
most critical factors in successful teaching. See 
instances of such events below: 

 
 

Inserting a switch into a circuit - all hands on deck! 
 

 

 
 

Children at Accordion Primary demonstrate their musical 
instruments 
 

 
 

Practical measurement: getting to understand length. 
At Rainbow Primary Grade 3 learners measured the 
distances their toy cars travelled. They used the data to 
construct bar graphs and interpret the data.  
Wonder which car travelled the furthest distance? 
 



 4 PSP NEWS 
 

PSP RESOURCES ROOM IN ACTION 
 
 
 
The PSP is thrilled to have completed its long-
awaited new Resources Room, adjoining the PSP 
offices at the Edith Stephens Wetland Park.  
At last the stock of various PSP resources and 
equipment is neatly housed in one Resources Room, 
easily accessible to all. This has freed up some 
workspace. The PSP is very grateful to the ABAX 
Foundation for its generous contribution to this 
vital PSP facility.  
 

 
 

Omri Thomas from the ABAX FOUNDATION joined the 
PSP’s Rose Thomas in the official opening of the new 
Resources Room in late August. 
 
Below: PSP Advisory Committee member, Ntombizodwa 
Nxawe from Lwandle Primary in Khayelitsha made a 
speech at the opening celebration. 
 

 
 

In addition to communicating our gratitude to the 
ABAX Foundation for their wonderful support, Ms 
Nxawe highlighted the value and usefulness of the 
resources PSP has been able to provide to teachers 
over many years.  The PSP is also very grateful for 
the support of the Advisory Committee and the 
valuable assistance the members provide.   

 
 

IT’S THE SEASON WHEN 
FROGS AND TOADS CALL 

 

 
Have you heard the calling of frogs and toads during 
the past few weeks? They become active in the 
Western Cape at the end of winter, and call their mates 
loudly every night. You’ll find them close to water, 
where they will lay their eggs. 
 

The Western Leopard Toads are endangered, which 
means their survival on Earth is threatened, as their 
habitat is shrinking. They are endemic to low-lying 
areas in the Caps Flats, and need protection when they 
cross roads to get to their mates at this time of year.  
 
 

 
 

Juvenile Western Leopard Toad, found in the park.  
Edith Stephens Wetland Park is an excellent habitat for 
these toads.  
 
 

 
             WELCOME TO NTOMBI 
 
 
Ntombi Mahlangu joined the PSP team this month as 
our Assistant Fundraiser.  She completed her BA 
degree in 
Humanities at 
the University 
Stellenbosch in 
2009. She has 
worked as an 
intern in a 
variety of 
organisations.  
We welcome 
her with open 
arms and hope 
she will have a 
fulfilling stay 
with the PSP.             Ntombi Mahlangu, new Fundraising  
                                      Assistant                     


