
Dear colleagues          Looking back, looking forward 
 

It is the last term of 2012! We are very pleased about 
and grateful for the extremely busy year we had. 
2012 saw the introduction of new courses at the PSP. 
We modified the Natural Sciences programme to 
include Technology in preparation for the 
implementation of Intermediate Phase CAPS. 
We successfully presented NS/Tech courses to help 
teachers prepare for next year. The Tech course 
material is being inserted into the PSP support books, 
which are currently being upgraded to align with 
CAPS. This year we also expanded our Language and 
Maths programmes, successfully presenting a Maths 
Indaba in the 1st term and special Language 
Intervention courses during the 3rd term. 
A quick reminder: PSP will again host a Maths Indaba 
during the 1st term 2013, so please book your place 
early to avoid disappointment. PSP added Foundation 
Phase Maths to its 2012-2014 Cluster Project for a 
new set of schools in the North, Cape Winelands and 
Overberg districts. This addition is kindly sponsored by 
Coronation Fund Managers.  
An important event to look forward to is the PSP 
Annual Mass Planning Forum on the 17th October 
2012. We invite ALL teachers & principals to 
participate and advise the PSP for 2013. Our 
programme of courses for 2013 is drawn up according 
to these requests.  
The PSP is especially grateful to ALL its FUNDERS for 
enabling us to become effective and to do the work 
we do. I believe the quote by Helen Keller is most apt, 
‘Alone we can do so little; together we can do so 
much.’  Zorina Dharsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSP SELECTED AS A 
GLOBAL AWARD WINNER 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce that the PSP’s Joint 
Mentorship Project (JMP) was selected as one of the 
Global Best Award winners for the 2012 Global Best 
Awards in the theme "Partnerships that Inspire Young 
People in Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) in Africa". This award was decided through the 
International Education Business Partnership Network 
(IPN), in collaboration with MIET Africa and The 
Conference Board of Canada.  
 

 
 

Zorina Dharsey receives the award from Alvin Drew, Jr. 

(NASA Astronaut), with Prof John Volmink and Alex 

Blackwood (CEO of International Education Business 

Partnership Network looking on. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER  

PSP ANNUAL 

MASS PLANNING 

FORUM 
 

 Wed  17 October 

 Edith Stephens Wetland Park  

  2:45 – 4:30pm 
 

ALL TEACHERS AND 

PRINCIPALS 

WELCOME 
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http://www.ipnconference2012.org/site/awards
http://www.ipnconference2012.org/site/awards
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With support from Anglo American Chairman’s Fund 

 and the Claude Leon Foundation 
 

JOINT MENTORSHIP PROJECT (JMP) 
CONCLUDES ITS PILOT PHASE 

 

The JMP, which provided termly workshops for 
first-time teachers and monthly individual 
mentorship and coaching support from PSP and 
MEPP mentors has been completed. UWC staff 
members researched the project using an action 
research methodology.  
The exit strategy includes: 
 Final school visits in July, August & September 

 Presentations by the mentees to 4th year 
Education students at UWC 

 Closing ceremony and certification 

 Case Studies Booklet: Sharing individual stories 

 Handbook for first-time teachers and schools 
 

The final visits wrapped up the mentorship 
support. The mentors are delighted at the 
progress of the first-time teachers, their new 
confidence and skill in their classrooms. 
“The closing of the JMP project is both a joyous 
and sad occasion for PSP/MEPP facilitators who 
mentored first-time teachers for 2 years. It is sad 
because we will not see much of them anymore. 
But, we are very happy knowing that these young 
teachers made great strides in all aspects of their 
teaching,” says Zorina.   
 

 
 

Louise Johannes in her Grade 5 class at Wesbank 

Primary, Delft 

 
 
 

 

 

Dawn 

Burke 

with her 

Grade 5 

learners 

at The 

Hague 

Primary, 

Delft 

 
 
 

 
 

Incidental, positive feedback received from a 
Curriculum Advisor, praising the work of these 
first-time teachers is an encouraging and 
significant sign for the future of the project. 
 

A handbook on how to survive the first years of 
teaching, including guidance on how to support 
and mentor first-time teachers in schools will 
provide advice to novice teachers and schools. It 
will draw on the experiences from this pilot 
project and will be made widely available from 
next year. 
 

 

 
 

Steven Stoutz with his Grade 6 class at Dr van der 

Ross Primary, Belhar 

 
The PSP will embark on a new two-year 
partnership project of training and mentorship 
support for first-time teachers next year.  
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FIRST-TIME TEACHERS ENCOURAGE 
4TH YEAR EDUCATION STUDENTS  

AT UWC 
 
 

As part of the exit strategy of the JMP, three first-
time teachers, who had received mentorship and 
support in the 2-year pilot project informed their 
4th year student comrades about their 
experiences of the realities of the classroom and 
how they survived their first years in teaching.  
They offered suggestions and gave sound advice 
about dealing with the challenges that lay ahead. 
 
This event, arranged by UWC was intended to 
give the more than eighty 4th year students a 
glimpse of what they can expect going into the 
profession. Coming directly from the first-time 
teachers, this message proved very powerful and 
conveyed how they achieved success in difficult 
circumstances at their schools.  
 
This very successful event stimulated much 
excitement, many questions and discussion 
amongst the 4th year students at UWC.  
 

 
 

Fourth year UWC Education Faculty students in 

discussion with First-Time Teachers, formerly from 

UWC, about the realities, challenges and solutions 

awaiting them in their first years of teaching 

 
A closing ceremony and certification will be held 
at UWC on Thursday 11 October at 3pm, when all 
the role-players (UWC, WCED and the NGOs) will 
make their final remarks about this project and its 
significance. 
 

 

PSP PRESENTING AND INVOLVED AT 
VARIOUS CONFERENCES 

 
 

The PSP has been actively engaging with a 
number of relevant educational issues and PSP 
Facilitators have presented and attended 
pertinent conferences during the last few weeks.  
 

Language round table conversation 
Nocawe Malatse attended and contributed to the 
‘Language round table conversation’ held in Cape 
Town in September. The purpose of the round 
table was to initiate wider conversation about 
promoting African languages at schools - an 
initiative of the Parliamentary Liaison Office.  
 

IPN Conference  
Zorina Dharsey attended the 11th International 
Education Business Partnership Network (IPN) 
Conference in Durban, to present the Joint 
Mentorship Project. Delegates from developed 
and developing countries addressed the 
transition from ‘learning to earning’, currently an 
important issue in South Africa. Local and 
international delegates from education, civil 
society and business engaged around strategies 
to create innovative, sustainable and effective 
partnerships that aim to approach common 
issues within a collaborative business and 
education context.  
 

Maths Solutions Conference 
The PSP attended, and presented at the Maths 
Solutions Conference at the CTLI in the 1st week 
of October. Novosti Buta, Nadiema Gamieldien & 
Sandra Rossouw presented a practical lesson on 

‘Teaching transformations in the Intermediate 
Phase’, which was well received by teachers.  
 

ICT Conference 
Novosti Buta attended the ICT conference held at 
Wynberg Girls’ High. It was hosted by the E-
Schools Network in partnership with the 
Cozacares Foundation. The conference focused 
on the importance and use of ICT in education. 
 

PSP Facilitators: 
 

      
  Novosti           Nocawe           Nadiema         Sandra 
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BELHAR LEARNER 
TOP ACHIEVER  

IN SCIENCE OPYMPIAD  
 

 

The PSP is delighted to congratulate Grade 5 
learner, Mcael Haywood from Belhar Primary 
School for achieving excellent results in the 
National Science Olympiad run by SAASTA / NRF 
in their initiative aimed at advancing science at 
primary school level. Twenty-seven thousand 
learners in Grades 4 – 6 participated and the top 
20 from all nine provinces were invited to the 
award function in Pretoria.   
We also applaud his science teacher, Ms Ann 
Stegman, who accompanied him to the award 
function in Pretoria. “As educator, I am very 
proud of Mcael’s performance. He achieved 73% 
and was the top learner in the province”, she 
said. 
 

 
 

Achiever Mcael Haywood, Grade 5 and his teacher, 

Ms Ann Stegman of Belhar Primary 

 
 

 

A BRAND NEW 
PSP CLUSTER PROJECT INITIATED  

 

 

 
The PSP has negotiated an exciting new CLUSTER 
PROJECT, with three Education Districts: North, 
Overberg and Cape Winelands to provide 
Intermediate Phase Natural Sciences & 
Technology as well as Foundation Phase 
Mathematics and Life Skills training and 
classroom support to over 220 teachers from 18 

primary schools. These schools have signed a 
commitment form for the next two years.  
We are looking forward to establishing new 
relationships with teachers in different contexts.   
A needs analysis was carried out at the project 
schools during the term in order to prepare for 
the first workshops and set up for the project to 
go into full swing in 2013 – 2014.  
“We are excited to work with Foundation Phase 
Mathematics for the first time in the Cluster 
Project. And, as an added bonus, teachers will 
receive extra maths resources to enhance their 
mathematics teaching” says Sandra.  
 
 
 

NEW PSP COURSES DURING TERM 3 
 
 
 
During the third term this year 103 Foundation 
Phase teachers participated in the PSP courses for 
Literacy and Mathematics.  
 

 
 

Active Language Intervention courses on Reading 

 

 
 

Practical data handling for Foundation Phase Maths 


