
 
 

Hello, dear Colleagues 
I’m sure everyone agrees that, although Bafana Bafana 

were knocked out in the early rounds, the overall winner 

of this World Cup was South Africa.  What a wonderful 

experience for all!  
 

In the meantime South Africa’s NEW CURRICULUM is 

currently being written and critical decisions are being 

made that will hopefully streamline teachers’ loads. The 

PSP is part of the Reference Committee for Natural 

Sciences and we look forward to reviewing the 2nd draft 

of the new National Curriculum Statement (NCS) soon.  
 

Please see our new scheduled programme of exciting 

courses for teachers for this term, starting on Tuesday 

20 July. Please remember to book your places in 

advance for courses to avoid disappointment.  
 

We wish you good luck this term. Please contact the 

PSP if you need any help: 021 6919039 

Mascha, Zorina, Rose, Nadiema, Viv, Nocawe, 
Sandra, Gcobisa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Excellent Academy of Science of SA International 
Conference experience for all. 

 
PSP PRESENTS AT ASSAF 

Academy of Science of SA 
 

The ASSAf hosted an international conference in 

Pretoria on Inquiry-Based Science Education (IBSE) 

for girls in May this year. The network of African 

Science Academies and 3rd world organisations 

working for women in science from many African 

countries gathered together with eminent visitors 

from Canada, Australia and France. 

Rose and Nadiema presented a workshop on how we 

use Indigenous Knowledge to investigate the science 

behind the traditional and modern uses of natural 

fibres. It was very well received.  
 

“It was good to realise that many of the methods we 

use at the PSP when doing investigations are very 

close to Inquiry-Based Science learning”, said Rose.  

“It is also interesting to note that in Australia and in 

France IBSE is being introduced as part of the 

curriculum reform in those countries.” 
 

“It was wonderful to meet so many people in science 

education from Africa and around the world and to 

share important issues about promoting women and 

girls in science in Africa”, commented Nadiema. 
 
 

 
 

Rose presents at the conference . 
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INTEGRATING NATURAL SCIENCES 

WITH THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Exciting focus for the PSP INNOVATION 

HOEP (hands-on-environment project) 
 

The PSP’s Natural Sciences course on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystems attracted both science and 

environment teachers last term. Teachers 

investigated ways of measuring plant biodiversity 

in the park. They dissected and revealed the 

sexual parts of flowers. They also had a special 

experience of looking at the fine detail of leaves 

and other parts of flowers as well as small insects 

through a powerful projecting microscope. This 

was a unique experience for teachers. 

Two teachers had the opportunity to bus their 

grade 7 learners to the Edith Stephens Wetland 

Park for concentrated, practical learning, where 

they experienced similar activities. We were 

inspired by the learners’ enthusiasm and energy!  

 

 
 

Teachers investigated plant biodiversity in the par k (above) 
and constructed their diversity tables back in the workshop 

(below). 

 

 

 
 
Learners from Kuyasa Primary, Khayelitsha doing simi lar 
investigations in the park and analysing their find ings in 
the workshop. 

 

 
 

 

ZENEX-SPARK PROJECT  
PSP Facilitators active in classrooms 

 

 

As term two was very short and full, the Language 

and Literacy Facilitator teams in the Zenex Spark 

Project supported the eight project schools by 

actively teaching in classrooms.  

Rather than request teachers to teach a lesson that 

facilitators would observe, the facilitators turned 

this around, by offering to teach themselves.  

 

Marlene explains; “This is important, as teachers 

could watch carefully – and some critically - to see if 

we specialists, who offer expertise to schools, can in 

fact manage a large class of learners and teach 

effectively. … The lessons are not a demonstration 

as much as an ordinary, well planned lesson that 

provides opportunities for pedagogic discussion. At 

any useful point in a lesson I might begin a discussion 

with the teacher around a teaching, learning or a 

curriculum point; sometimes we’d consider the 
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choices I had made when I planned the lesson. I also 

engage learners in meta discussions about a lesson, 

so that learner meta-knowledge is extended.”  

 

The choice of the genres used in the demonstration 

lessons was driven by the recently revised 

Foundations for Learning curriculum and lesson plans.  
 

“Teachers gave us very positive feedback at these 

schools about the way we demonstrated the lessons. 

Especially in Samora Machel, they were very grateful 

to have the demo lessons, because they say they 

always learn something new every time somebody is 

demonstrating shared writing and reading for them 

and working with different genres. Teachers really 

appreciated seeing other techniques and 

methods”….comments from Nocawe.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

YOUTH ENVIRONMENT 

CONFERENCE 
Wonderful networking opportunity 

 
On 7 & 8 July 2010 Sandra and Nadiema attended 

the Cape Winelands District Municipality Youth 

Conference at Boschenmeer Golf Estate in Paarl.  

This was the first ever joint conference between 

the Cape Winelands District Municipality and the 

Department of Agriculture.  

This conference celebrated our dedicated teachers, 

schools and learners as our youth of tomorrow. 

 

As 2010 is the National Year of Biodiversity, the 

integrated development plan for primary school 

learners and teachers of Natural Sciences and 

environmental camps was the focus. 

 

Mayor Manuel and Councilor Brink opened each day 

with good wishes and thanks to our youth for their 

participation.  Parallel work sessions were held for 

teachers and learners.  While the learners were 

guided by Lily Fourie (an environmentalist) about 

their environment and doing practical work, the 

teachers’ workshop was presented by the PSP and 

dealt with the link between the curriculum and 

environmental themes. 

 

There were excellent exhibits by many groups 

including Eco-Schools, Cape Nature, Working for 

Water, Department of Agriculture, Landcare, Job 

Creation and Skills Development, Cape Winelands 

Invasive Plants Clearing Programme as well as the 

PSP amongst others in the foyer. 
 

 

 
 
Nadiema and Sandra exhibit the PSP materials at the 
Youth Environment Conference in July. 
 

 
 
Grade 4 
learners 
from 
Parkhurst 
Primary, 
Mitchell’s 
Plain 
discuss as 
they 
describe an 
object.   
 
They write 
the 
description.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then they 
read this 
descriptive 
writing to 
the class . 
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LAUNCH OF PSP FOSSILS AND 

EVOLUTION BOOK 
 

The PSP’s latest resource book – Fossils and 

Evolution was launched with a workshop on 17th May. 

Teachers enjoyed doing a selection of the practical 

activities in the book and also being informed about 

the content of the CD of resources which comes 

with the book. 

 

 
 
Teachers doing practical activities with a model of  a 
TIMELINE (toilet paper) over their shoulders. 
 

The PSP has received funding from the National 

Heritage Council to translate this Fossils & Evolution 

book into Afrikaans and to print more for teacher 

workshops and distribution.  

 

We will also be developing a set of TIMELINE cards 

in the next semester as part of this project. We 

look forward to this exciting work. 

   

All PSP resources are available from the PSP and 

also from EDUMEDIA on line: www.Edumedia.gov.za 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOK FOR THE AFRICAN SACRED IBIS  

(umXwengele) 

at Edith Stephens Wetland Park 

 
The African Sacred Ibis is a large black and white 

waterbird, commonly seen at our park.  At one stage 

they came to Edith Stephens in large numbers to 

roost on the islands in the retention dam.  Up to 500 

birds were counted during a single survey!  

There are four ibis species that occur in South 

Africa.  The others are the well-known Hadeda, 

Southern Bald species and the Glossy Ibis. .These 

birds prefer wetlands but we also find them in parks 

and land environments, where they feed on their 

favourite prey, snails.  

 

  
 

The African Sacred Ibis (umXwengele) 
 

Breeding time 
 

Sacred Ibis birds breed from September to 

January, mainly in reedbeds where they build a large, 

clumsy nest out of reeds and small branches. The 

males are slightly larger and they have longer bills 

than the females and during breeding, they have to 

attract females.  They do this by blowing up their 

black throat sacks and they stand with their wings 

open. This tells the females that they are ready to 

mate and to build the nest.  

Later the chicks all leave their nests at about 14 

days of age and they gather together to form 

nurseries of young chicks. Amazingly each parent 

recognizes the call of its own chick when it comes in 

to feed the chick in the nursery! 

 
Thanks to Doug Harebottle from the ADU at UCT. 

 
 


