
 
My dear colleagues,  
 
 

We welcome all teachers, learners and School 
Management Teams (SMTs) back for the 2nd term of 
2013.   
We are aware that Intermediate Phase teachers 
teaching Natural Sciences & Technology (NST) are 
experiencing difficulty implementing CAPS especially 
since NST textbooks are not available yet. This may 
be because publishing houses had very little time to 
modify their NST textbooks before the start of the 
school year.  
PSP is also hard at work upgrading its Natural 
Sciences teacher-support books to have new NST 
books ready as soon as possible. The revamp 
however is labour intensive and requires a 
reorganisation of Natural Sciences content and 
activities in line with CAPS, the insertion of suitable 
Technology activities that we know work in the 
classroom, and the formulation of relevant 
assessment tasks as well as guiding assessment 
criteria.  
For this year new PSP books for the Intermediate 
Phase are being developed term by term. Thus far, 
the Life & Living PSP books with the Technology for 
Grades 4-7 are complete, and the Matter & 
Materials books will be available soon.   
We are pleased to hear that teachers are finding the 
materials relevant and are making good use of our 
books. Teachers can call the office for more 
information about when these become available.   

Our best wishes to ALL schools, teachers, learners 
and parents. We wish you a REWARDING & 
PLEASANT term! Zorina Dharsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      THE PSP WELCOMES  
      FLORENCE FEBRUARY 

 
 

The PSP 
welcomes a new 
staff member, 
Florence 
February, a 
highly 
experienced 
Foundation and 
Intermediate 
Phase specialist. 
Florence taught  
at Imperial 
Primary  School, 

       Florence February joins the PSP 
 

Mitchell’s Plain for many years.  She also lectured 
in Technology part-time at the University of the 
Western Cape, and has a special interest in 
Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS). The PSP is 
delighted to have her join our team of facilitators. 
We are confident that her knowledge, expertise 
and extensive experience will benefit many 
teachers.  
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PSP facilitators Novosti, Nadiema, Nocawe and 

Florence plan their work for the term 



 2 PSP NEWS 
 

PSP SUPPORTS IMPLEMENTATION 
OF NEW CAPS CURRICULUM 

 
 

All Intermediate Phase teachers are implementing 
the new CAPS curriculum this year. The PSP is 
assisting teachers with CAPS courses in the 
following subjects: 
Natural Sciences & Technology (NST) & 

Environment; Mathematics; Languages & 

Literacy; Social Sciences. 

These courses are designed to help teachers to 

understand the CAPS curriculum and to interpret and 

implement it practically in class. The PSP is also 

working closely with the relevant Curriculum Advisors.  

 

Ms Nori from Sivuyiseni Primary shows her animal 

skeleton made with paper struts. 

 

Intermediate phase CAPs courses for NST  
The PSP is running courses on the NST curriculum 
strand for this term, namely Matter & Materials. 
This strand has topics that contain practical tasks 
for learners. Some of these tasks are science 
investigations and some are design-and-making 
tasks with a technology focus. In each course the 
teachers are provided with ideas and materials to 
help learners carry out the practical tasks.  
During the courses the teachers try out the 
activities themselves and experience how to 
organise these tasks for their classrooms.  
In addition the teachers are introduced to 
straightforward ways to assess and assign mark 
weightings to the tasks.  
These courses have been very well attended. We 
ask that teachers please book their places in 
advance, to avoid disappointment.  
Please phone Nandi at the PSP: 021 691 9039 to 
book your place. 

 
 

PSP’s CAPS aligned NST materials on Life & Living are 

now available in English and Afrikaans. Watch this space 

for more strands to come. 
 

PSP CLUSTER PROJECT (2013-2014) 
 

 

The Cluster project work got off to good start last 
term. The 18 schools involved in this project are 
situated in the North, Overberg and Cape 
Winelands Districts. Teachers in each District 
attended a: 
 6-hour NST workshop for the Intermediate Phase 

teachers 

 6-hour Mathematics workshop for the Foundation 
Phase teachers 

 2-hour Natural Sciences workshop for the Senior Phase 
(Grade 7) teachers 

 2-hour Life Skills workshop for the Foundation Phase 
teachers. 

Teachers engaged in various practical activities 
designed to promote hands-on science, 
technology & mathematics learning.  
Cluster schools can look forward to receiving 
additional NST resources and/or kits this term, as 
well as Foundation Phase Mathematics resources.  
 

 
 

Intermediate Phase teachers at an Overberg workshop 

making their elephant skeletons with Nadiema standing by. 
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Grade 4 learners at Itsitsa Primary, Mfuleni investigating 

how to grow yeast when learning about the seven life 

processes. 
 

Classroom support in the new Cluster Project cycle 
has also started and many classrooms came alive 
with practical investigations in science during this 
term. 
 

 
 

Miss Zondani at Bardale Primary, Mfuleni starting her 

class on a science investigation. Below: Grade 6 learners at 

Hoofweg Primary, Delft testing foods for starch. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

FIRST-TIME TEACHERS AT 
 JMP HOLIDAY WORKSHOP  

 
 
 
 

Thirty-one first-time teachers, who recently 
graduated from either UWC or CPUT participated 
in the 2nd JMP (Joint Mentorship Project) 
workshop of this new cycle during the school 
holidays.  
The workshop programme focused on ‘Managing 
the Curriculum in the Classroom’.  
PSP facilitators, Nadiema, Zorina, Florence and 
Novosti conducted the workshop and acquainted 
the first-time teachers with strategies to plan, 
teach, assess and report on teaching and learning.  
Various teaching strategies were practically 
experienced and discussed.  
 

 
 

Two novice teachers enjoying a practical investigation on 

measuring the temperature change from melting ice to 

boiling water.  
 

The PSP facilitators will mentor and support 
twenty of these teachers intensively in their   
classrooms over the next two years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page 
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ASTRONOMY CLUB 
IN KHAYELITSHA 

 
 

The SAAO has started an Astronomy Club with five 
enthusiastic primary schools in Khayelitsha. Ms 
Zodwa Nxawe, a truly dedicated science teacher 
from Lwandle Primary, (also a member of the PSP 
Advisory Committee) is co-ordinating the 
Astronomy Club, and is supported by Troshini 
Naidoo, the National Project Manager of EUNAWE 

(EU-Universe Awareness Programme). Universe 
Awareness aims “to inspire every child with our 
wonderful cosmos” and is part of a major 
international project to inspire young children 
(from 4 – 10) to become future scientists, 
engineers and astronomers. It also aims to 
empower educators with tools to teach astronomy 
in an interactive manner. 
Five learners per grade from these schools have 
participated in fun activities at Astronomy Club 
meetings last term. 
 

 
            NEW PSP RESOURCES ROOM 

 
 
The PSP is thrilled with another much-needed new 
addition. We acquired a double garage to store 
our equipment and many resources, with the kind 
sponsorship of the ABAX FOUNDATION.  This 
facility will also be used for storing all additional 
printed material and other workshop resources.  
 

 
 

PSP’s new Resources Room under construction. 
 

We look forward to moving all PSP resources into 
this new facility in the next few weeks.  
 
 

 

WINGS OF SUPPORT 
LEND A HELPING HAND 

 
A group of 15 enthusiastic KLM staff members 
from Wings of Support joined the PSP at Wesbank 
Primary in Delft for a day of hands-on work to help 
beautify the school. The Dutch volunteers eagerly 
helped to paint and improve the sick bay and staff 
room and prepare many flower pots to decorate 
the school. Also, their donations of clothing, 
balloons, pens, stickers, etc were distributed at 
the school. The PSP is grateful for their hands-on 
approach and continued support of our work.  
 

 
 

KLM staff members from Wings of Support actively 

working at Wesbank Primary, Delft on Saturday 16 March. 
 
 

 
PELICANS VISIT OUR PARK 

 
 

Pelicans have discovered how inviting our park is. 
Up to 50 pelicans have gathered here in recent 
weeks. They roost on the sandy banks of the 
islands and feed on the carp fish in the retention 
pond. Passersby have stopped to enjoy them too. 
 

 
Pelicans, newcomers to the ESWP. Thanks to ADU. 


