
 

 

 
My dear colleagues, 
 

We are optimistic about education in 2016 
Schools are settling into a productive rhythm, and we 
see more and more teachers getting to grips with CAPS.  
 

Many teachers comment that they now feel more 
confident about implementing the changes in the 
curriculum 
We understand that change is hard, and changing how 
and what you teach and assess every day can be 
daunting.  It usually requires a huge effort and takes up 
a lot of time as teachers work through piles of resources 
to develop and implement new lessons and 
assessments. 
With PSP’s support teachers appear less intimidated by 
the changes they encounter in the CAPS curriculum. 
They understand that while some content has been 
revised, the critical teaching and learning strategies for 
primary school children have remained, such as: 
promoting active hands-on learning using concrete / 
real objects, encouraging children to ask questions, and 
using an integrated approach that develops language 
(reading, speaking and writing) and mathematics across 
the curriculum.    
 

PSP recommends an integrated approach to principals 
and the school management teams as a critical strategy 
for whole school development. Teachers in all grades 
are encouraged to integrate language and mathematics 
naturally and meaningfully into all their daily work with 
children.  

We wish ALL schools, principals, teachers, learners 
& parents a HEALTHY, HAPPY & SPECTACULAR  

1st term 2016!  Dr Zorina Dharsey 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR DIRECTOR & TO OUR SENIOR 

MATHS AND SCIENCE FACILITATOR 
 
 

The PSP is thrilled to announce that Zorina Dharsey, 
our Director successfully completed her PhD study 
and graduated from Stellenbosch University in 
December last year. The title of the study was; A Case 
study of Primary Science Education Teacher 
Development in a Cluster Project Model.  

 

 

Zorina 

Dharsey 

enjoying 
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moment 

as she is 

capped 
 
 
 
 

Novosti Buta after his graduation 

The PSP also 
congratulates 
Novosti Buta, our 
Senior Maths and 
Science Facilitator 
on achieving his 
M.Ed. (Cum Laude) 
in Curriculum and 
Instruction (Methods 
& Curriculum 
concentration), 
studied through the 

University of Concordia (Oregon, USA). The graduation 

was in, Rosebank, Johannesburg for all graduates 
from Africa.  We are very proud of you - WELL DONE! 
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In response to teachers’ requests for support with 
how to teach the strand Planet Earth & Beyond and 
Systems & Control, the PSP ran a 6hr Saturday course 
for grades 4 - 7 teachers at the start of last term. Forty 
teachers experienced the practical activities in 
separate grades in preparation for the term.  
PSP Facilitators were delighted to see learners 
engaged in practical work during the term. 

Teacher Siseko from Siyazakha Primary constructed a 

model of a Mars Rover in the Grade 6 course. 
 

One of the main challenges for science teachers is to 
implement practical methods in the classroom, 
particularly for the technology component of the 
curriculum. Teachers welcomed the opportunity to 
learn about and construct the technology models. 
 
 

NEW ISIXHOSA  
1ST LANGUAGE COURSES 

 
 
The PSP launched its new 1st Language isiXhosa 
courses for Intermediate and Foundation Phase 
teachers this year. The aim is to encourage teachers 
to develop their learners’ critical thinking skills, 
amongst other sub-skills in line with the CAPS 
requirements. We are modeling how to integrate the 
formal knowledge of the Language with practical 
applications in a variety of texts. Teachers welcomed 
this new aspect of PSP support and participated 
eagerly. We anticipate this initiative will mushroom. 
 
 

     
TEACHERS EXCITED TO RECEIVE  

MATHS KITS 
 
 

Year Two of the Foundation Phase Mathematics 
component of the PSP Cluster Project, COUNTING 
WITH CORONATION commenced with great 
excitement this year, when fifteen kits, filled with 
mathematics equipment and resources were handed 
to teachers.  
During the 6hr Saturday course all the equipment was 
workshopped with teachers, and the management of 
the kits at schools was thoroughly planned.  

Teachers in the North Cluster Project schools 

engaging with the new mathematics equipment. 
 

Teachers greatly appreciated these resources as most 
schools have a shortage of mathematics equipment 
to cover all the classes in each grade of the 
Foundation Phase. 
The PSP Facilitators will support teachers in schools 
each term this year as they use the equipment in their 

classrooms. 
Foundation 

Phase 

teacher 

from 

Sophakama 

Primary, 

 Du Noon 

planning an 

activity 

together 

with Mrs 

Stevens, 

PSP Maths 

Facilitator. 

 

 

PLANET EARTH & BEYOND  
BLASTED OFF LAST TERM 



 3 PSP NEWS 

COLLABORATIONS 
WITH EXCITING PROJECTS 

 

EMBEDDING THE 
JOINT MENTORSHIP PROJECT 

INTO SCHOOLS 
…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of principals from schools participating in 
the PSP’s JMP project have indicated their satisfaction 
about the success of the project with their novice 
teachers, and have requested the PSP to support 
more of their young teachers through individual 
mentorship.  
This request has strengthened the PSP initiative of 
working more intensively with the SMTs to develop 
the schools’ own capacity to mentor young teachers 
internally. This is an excellent way to institutionalize 
mentorship and to improve the quality of teaching of 
many novice teachers from the onset. 
 

Teacher 

Viwe 

Makunga 

from 

Thembani 

Primary, 

Langa 

using 

concrete 

objects to 

demonstrate 

day and 

night.  

The 
teachers at Thembani are showing excellent progress 
in using effective strategies in class. Nontsikelelo 
Mahote is mentoring the teachers at the school. 
 

Foundation Phase learners using counters for their 

number work at Parkhurst Primary, in Mitchell’s 

Plain. 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

The PSP is delighted to be involved with Wordworks’ 

ground-breaking Stellar Programme which provides 
intensive training and support to Grade R teachers to 
develop teachers’ theoretical knowledge and 
practical teaching strategies, and to build crucial 
literacy skills in children in a fun, story-based, activity-
rich programme.  

The Stellar Programme consists of monthly training 
workshops over a period of six months. Lead teachers 
are trained and supported to guide and assist groups 
of Grade R teachers with how to use the Stellar 
resources meaningfully in their daily work. This is a 
partnership with local education districts and 
partners working in the Early Childhood & 
Development (ECD) sector, such as the PSP and UCT’s 
Schools Development Unit (SDU) and the Early 
Learning Research Unit (ELRU).   

 

PSP is pleased to collaborate with Pearson 

Publishing in 

implementing a 

Vuma Literacy 

Programme. This is 

a lively and 

authentically South 

African reading 

instruction 

programme. This 

pilot project 

involves termly 

training and 

classroom support 

for Grade 1 

teachers in three Guguletu schools: Vukukanye, 

Sokanyo and Luzuko for one year. 

Pearson volunteers will visit one of the three schools 

regularly to support children improve their reading. 
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The PSP will assist with researching the impact of such 

a multi-pronged approach to helping children with 

reading. Levels of support include training and 

classroom support for teachers and intensive focused 

support for learners. We look forward to sharing what 

we can learn from this project.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

The PSP is expanding its Mentorship Project to the 
King William’s Town District in the Eastern Cape. The 
PSP will implement and monitor a two – year 
programme consisting of training and termly support 
for subject advisors and SMTs from a selection of 
schools in King William’s Town.  
The purpose of this project is the successful 
implementation of induction and mentorship 
programmes for newly appointed teachers by District 
officials and schools management. This project is in 
response to the call from the national Department of 
Basic Education for more urgent support for newly 
appointed teachers. The success of young teachers 
can be ensured by providing them with a 
comprehensive, coherent professional induction and 
development programme.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

PSP’s Annual Mass Planning Forum 2015, last 
October, was well attended by over 160 teachers and 
principals. Teachers use this forum to decide on their 
priorities for courses and PSP support for the 
following year. We are grateful to our chairperson, 
Mthunzi Nxawe for delivering his address. Our 
programme of Innovation courses is operating, with 
overwhelming support from teachers. 

Annual Mass Planning Forum: Teachers receive 

tokens of appreciation for their support of PSP courses.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Vava Makhubalo is back with the PSP 
 

The PSP is delighted to welcome Vava Makhubalo to 
join the PSP team again. Since she left the PSP in 2010, 
Vava worked with READ in the LITNUM Project. She 
will be developing and supporting Intermediate & 
Foundation Phase isiXhosa first Language teaching, as 
well as working with Nontsikelelo Mahote on the new 
Mentorship & Support project in the Eastern Cape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vartan Ahrens 

Kayayan, an 

intern with 

the PSP for 

three months. 
 
 

Vartan was 
born in Brazil, 
received his 
high school 
education in 
New York 
City. He 
achieved his 
first degree 

(BSoc Sci) at Utrecht University in the Netherlands. 
He completed his Masters in Amsterdam. The PSP is 
making use of his many skills, while he says he’s 
learning so much from the PSP – a happy match! 

WARM WELCOME BACK 
VAVA MAKHUBALO 

EXCITING EXPANSION INTO  
EASTERN CAPE 

INTERN ASSISTS PSP 
FOR THREE MONTHS 

 
 
 

PRODUCTIVE 
ANNUAL MASS PLANNING FORUM 

2015 
 
 


