
 

 
My dear colleagues, 

Learning never stops, it is one of life's most 
essential activities. 

To live and survive in the world humans need to 
learn different things. Learning can happen 
anywhere, anytime. Learning has no age limit, it can 
happen at any point in one’s life, from as early as the 
foetal stage to when we are old and grey.  
Learning is also different for different people. Some 
people learn well when they do something with their 
hands, while others learn best when they draw what 
they are thinking. Teachers make use of different 
strategies of differentiated, individualised and 
personalised learning to help children learn. The 
strategies are based on widely accepted theories and 
concepts that help us understand that different 
people have different strengths and weaknesses, 
learn at different speeds, need different levels of 
support when learning, and respond to different 
strategies to reach their full potential.    
The earlier learning starts, the better for the child 
and his/her education. Late starters are forever at a 
disadvantage, and it is so much harder for them to 
catch up. The very important task of the primary 
school teacher is to identify and support learners 
who lag behind, help them catch-up, fill in gaps, and 
strengthen their knowledge foundation. This will 
help students succeed at high school and beyond. 
Children without a sound foundation from the 
primary school will struggle with whatever they do 

later in life. We wish ALL schools, principals, 
teachers, learners & parents a prosperous  

1st term 2015!  Zorina Dharsey 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
FAREWELL TO OUR DEAR 

GCOBISA MBILI 
 
 

PSP sadly bids farewell to Gcobisa Mbili after 18 years 
of outstanding service with the PSP. Gcobisa is highly 

respected, and much 
loved by all her 
colleagues, principals and 
teachers. Over the years 
Gcobisa has played a key 
role in building and 
developing the 
organisation we have 
today and she will be 
sorely missed. We wish 
her everything of the very 
best in her new 
endeavours. She leaves 
the PSP to take on new 

challenges with another organisation, working in the 
field of teacher education.  

 
 

LIVELY ANNUAL MASS PLANNING  
FORUM 2014 

 

 

During the Annual Mass Planning Forum held in 
October last year, teachers deliberated on their 
priorities for PSP courses and support for 2015.  
The PSP is delighted that over 250 teachers 
participated in the annual event, including principals, 
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Intermediate and Foundation Phase (FP) teachers.  
Natural Sciences (NS) in the FP is often neglected as 
teachers are generally not confident of the content. 
We believe that if the NS in the Life Skills curriculum is 
taught well at that level, the NST in the Intermediate 
Phase will flourish.  
A separate meeting with school management teams 
identified key courses on how to manage assessment, 
moderation and learning support for SMTs. This has 
been included in the Innovation Programme for 2015.  
 

Marinda Kleinschmidt from Coronation Fund Managers 

(right) hands Foundation Phase Mathematics resources 

to Miss Nonkonyana of Siyazingisa Primary School, 

Guguletu. 

 
 

PSP 30th ANNIVERSARY 
BREAKFAST CELEBRATION 

 
The PSP celebrated its 30th Anniversary with funders, 
friends and supporters. We were delighted to host a 
number of visitors from Johannesburg and Durban.  
 

 
 

We are extremely grateful to Eugene Daniels for his 
key note address, and the wonderful validation of PSP’s 
important contribution to education through teacher 
professional development.  

At the Breakfast Celebration the PSP also bid a fond 
farewell to its long serving Chairperson, Donald 
Campbell. We are very grateful to Donald for giving his 
financial expertise and steady and dependable 
guidance and support to the PSP over many years.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PSP welcomes 
Mthunzi 
Nxawe as its 
new 

chairperson of the Board. Mthunzi Nxawe is an 
exceptional academic 
and is well-known in 
education circles. We 
look forward to working 
closely with him to carry 
on building and 
strengthening the work 
of the PSP to improve 
education in South Africa.  
 
 
  
 
                 

WELCOME BACK 
NONTSIKELELO MAHOTE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PSP is 
delighted to 
welcome 
Ntsiki Mahote 
back to the 

PSP team once again. Ntsiki left the PSP in 2010 to 
sharpen her skills in the classroom. She taught Senior 
Phase Mathematics and Natural Sciences and Life 
Sciences in the FET at Zisukhanyo High School, Samora 
Machelle. Her return strengthens the PSP facilitation 
team as it expands its work.  We wish her a happy and 
fulfilling stay at the PSP again! 

 Zorina 

welcomes 

Ntsiki 

Mahote 

back. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 Outgoing 

PSP    

Chairman, 

Donald 

Campbell 

receives a 

plaque of 

gratitude from 

Mascha 

Ainslie. 

 

 

 

Mthunzi Nxawe new 

PSP Board Chairman. 
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START UP OF 
TWO NEW PROJECT CYCLES  

 
Two PSP projects concluded their two-year cycles 
during 2014.  
 

Cluster Project 
The two-year Cluster Project provided intensive FP 
Maths (Counting with Coronation) and Intermediate & 
Senior Phase NST training, support and resources to 
339 teachers at 9 rural and 9 urban schools, benefitting 
over 17,000 learners.  
During this period the Cluster Project provided 61 
courses with a total of 257 hours of training for 
teachers. In addition, teachers were visited once a 
term in their classes for support with practical teaching 
to improve their school’s primary Maths & NST.  

Children enjoy using the Mathematics resources, 

supplied through the Cluster Project to Protea Primary 

in Napier, Overberg. 

 
The success of the project motivated the Education 
Districts to identify a further 15 schools to participate 
in the programme in the next cycle (2015-2016), 
starting in January 2015. This will extend the 
intervention model of this kind of intensive support to 
other schools in need. We are excited about getting 
started with a new set of schools this year.  
 
The Mentorship Project 
The 2013-2014 Joint Mentorship Project (JMP) 
concluded with a Closure and Certification ceremony in 
December. The mentees were taken through a careful 
process of reflection and feedback and they gave 
advice and suggestions for improving the next cycle. 
 

These mentees developed strong professional 
relationships and friendships during the course of the 
two-year project. They intend to maintain contact and 
support for each other in the future. 
 
 

 
 

Mentees receive their JMP certificates.  

Ilze Pretorius (Erica Primary, Belhar), Nadiema 

Gamieldien (PSP Mentor), Alison Baatjies (Merrydale 

Primary, Mitchell’s Plain), Malika Ismael, (Merrydale 

Primary), Judine Kampher (Montague Drive Primary, 

Mitchell’s Plain). 

 

 
 

Mentees: Melanie Zeederberg (Montague Drive, 

Mitchell’s Plain), Lindsay van Zyl (Greenfields, Bishop 

Lavis), Lyndal Stevens (Bramble Way, Bonteheuwel), 

Shante van Wyk (Seaview Primary, M’ Plain), Role 

Filander (Rouxville, Kuils River), Florence February 

(PSP Mentor), Samantha Koopman (Yellowwood, M 

‘Plain), Chantell August (Yellowwood, M’ Plain). 

 
The new JMP started with an Introductory Workshop 
and was attended by more than 80 participants, eager 
to be included in the new JMP project cycle. The group  
consisted of 4th year students from various teacher 
training institutions and novice teachers who had 
heard about the benefits of the JMP project. 
 

Many novice teachers and final year students attended 

the JMP (2015-2016) Introductory Workshop in 

December.  

    Continued…… 
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We look forward to the new project cycle, which will 
provide training to an extended group of first-time 
teachers, and resources as well as once a month 
classroom support to a new set of 25 first-time 
teachers. This will help the beginner teachers smooth 
the transition from theory to practice, thereby fast-
tracking their adjustment to the demands of the 
profession.  
 

 

LATEST PSP PROJECT BOOK  
FOR LEARNERS 

 
 

We are happy to announce the second PSP project 

book for Intermediate Phase learners on Indigenous 
Knowledge & Science, as required by the CAPS 
curriculum has been finalised and is now available. 

 

Learning 
about 
traditional 
weaving was 
developed 
for Grade 4 
learners.  
This project 
book gives 
learners an 
experience 
of how 
people from 
different 
cultures in 
South Africa 
have used 
plants to 

make things, such as baskets, mats and fabrics. It 
contains practical activities on how people have used 
these beautiful items during special cultural 
occasions.   
Order your copies from our website, or directly from 
the PSP. 
 
 

                FALSE BAY NATURE RESERVE 
                  DECLARED A RAMSAR SITE 
 
 

The 2nd day of February each year is World Wetlands 
Day. This day marks the date of the adoption of the 
Convention on Wetlands which happened on 2nd 
February 1971, in the Iranian city of RAMSAR on the 
shores of the Caspian Sea. 

Each year since 1997, the Ramsar Secretariat 
designates wetlands of international importance which 
are then registered on the global inventory of sites. 
Ramsar status for a wetland recognises the extreme 
importance of the wetland and gives it international 
conservation status. 
 

On Monday 2nd February 2015 the Deputy Minister of 
the Environment, Barbara Thompson, handed a Ramsar 
Certificate to the False Bay Nature Reserve. 
In False Bay, our wetlands including Rondevlei, 
Zeekoevlei and the Strandfontein treatment ponds 
have all been designated and are now covered by the 
international convention. This is a wonderful 
achievement. 
 

 
 

Aerial photo of Rondevlei wetland, included in the False 

Bay Nature Reserve, now declared a Ramsar site. 

 

Be sure to visit the Edith Stephens Wetland Park and 
discover more about wetlands! 

                              

                          DID YOU SEE? 
 

 
On Monday, 26th January 2015 a mountain sized 
asteroid called 2004 BL86 passed very close to Earth.  
While it poses no threat to Earth in the foreseeable 
future, it provides astronomers with a unique 
opportunity to observe it and learn more.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 An electronically generated image of an asteroid 

placed with a photo of the Earth. 

 


