
 

 
My dear colleagues, 
 

The PSP’s start to 2014 has been absolutely brilliant! 
We thank the many teachers and principals who 
attended PSP’s Annual Mass Planning Forum in 
October 2013 for their valuable input on the courses 
and teachers’ needs. PSP facilitators used the 
information to plan the year’s Innovation 
programme, and to prepare all the material for the 
first term’s courses. This meant that we could start 
the year on a positive note.  
 

PSP is celebrating its 30
th

 Anniversary this year! 

We are all very excited about PSP’s 30th Anniversary 
celebrations this year. As we observe this significant 
milestone, we are reminded of how far PSP has 
come and what the PSP means to thousands of 
teachers across the province. This special milestone 
has revitalized our commitment to continue to play 
an active and purposeful role in education for many 
more years to come.  
We are very grateful for the trusty support of many 
teachers, principals, donors and partners who have 
worked tirelessly alongside the PSP in our important 
mission to support and improve teaching and 
learning in classrooms.  
We have decided upon a number of activities that 
will form part of our anniversary celebrations, 
kicking off with a Maths Indaba that will take place 
on the 1st March 2014 at the PSP office at the Edith 
Stephens Wetland Park. Please see our invitation on 
the back page.  
We wish ALL schools, teachers, learners and 
parents a PRODUCTIVE & REWARDING 2014! 
 Zorina Dharsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INNOVATION PROGRAMME SET 
FOR 2014 

 
 

During the Annual Mass Planning Forum held in 
October last year, teachers deliberated on their 
priorities for PSP courses and support for 2014. A 
new request from teachers was articulated, that the 
PSP include Foundation Phase (FP) Life Skills (Natural 
Sciences & Technology (NST)) into the PSP Course 
Programme for the year.  
 

Over 130 teachers participated in the annual event, 
including principals, Intermediate and Foundation 
Phase teachers. Natural Sciences in the FP is often 
neglected as teachers are generally not confident of 
the content. The PSP believes that if the Natural 
Sciences in the Life Skills curriculum could be taught 
well at that level, it would provide the fertile soil 
necessary for learners in the Intermediate Phase to 
flourish in NST.  
 

 
 

An exciting Course Programme for 2014 has been 
drawn up, including FP Life Skills and this has already 
started with a bang!  
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 2 PSP NEWS 
We are 
pleased to 
know that 
our 
Course 
Program 
based on 
teachers’ 
requests  
speaks to 
teachers’ 
needs.  

A new Trustee, Ms Mamosa Dlothi (above), (Senior 
Financial Accountant with Old Mutual) was the guest 
speaker at the Annual Mass Planning Forum in October 
last year. She is a wonderful role model for all! 
 

 Mr Mohammed Kriel from Surrey Primary (a member 
of the PSP 
Advisory 
Committee) 
also spoke 
about his 
experiences 
and 
inspiration 
as a teacher 
and leader 
at his 
school. 

 
 

PSP CALLING ON RADIO OVERBERG 
 
 
Radio Overberg in Bredasdorp invited Sandra of the 
PSP to present a weekly radio broadcast on their 
children’s programme called ‘Kloutjie by die oor”. 
The main discussions are on the Natural Sciences 
CAPS curriculum, explaining what content teachers 

are currently 
dealing with in 
their classrooms. 
Sandra also makes 
suggestions on 
how parents can 
enhance their 
children’s learning 
by doing extra 
activities with 
them at home. 

 

The response from teachers and parents has been 
excellent. There are 2000 listeners and soon the 
Caledon area will also be included in the broadcasts. 

 

PSP Innovation Life Skills 

 
 
Foundation Phase (FP) teachers were overjoyed with 
the first Innovation Life Skills workshop held on 
Thursday 30 January 2014. With the focus on Life & 
Living they made models of animals using pipe-
cleaners, cardboard, split pins and play dough. They 
had a blast! 
 

 
 

Teachers thoroughly enjoyed making ‘Freddy’ the frog 

above, and using playdough (below) to make models of the 

human body.     

“This was so 
valuable. It 
will help me 
make science 
learning 
more fun & 
enjoyable. 
Thank you!” 
Comment 
from a Grade 
1 teacher 
from Samora 
Machel 
Primary. 

In the FP it is important to involve children in hands-
on, practical and meaningful science classroom 
activities. Young children learn and understand best 
from what they can see, touch, feel, and manipulate. 
FP teachers can provide safe, readily available 
materials that children can experiment with, this is 
one of the most important steps towards effective 
hands-on science investigations.  
FP teachers have the opportunity to facilitate 
powerful learning experiences and inspire deeper 
investigations that will encourage greater take-up of 
science later. 
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PSP MATERIALS FLOURISH 
 

 

‘Learning about Environment’ translated 
 

The teacher’s handbook which resulted from the 
PSP’s 
environmental 
education work, 
‘Learning about 
Environment’ 
has finally been 
translated into 
Afrikaans. It is a 
resource book, 
filled with 
activities that 
promote 
practical 
learning of the 
four key 
concepts in 
Environmental 
Education, 
which are the 

following:  Interdependence;  Sustainability;   
Biodiversity;  Personal and social responsibility.  
 

The PSP is grateful to the National Lottery 
Distribution Trust Fund (NLDTF) for the funding 
support to translate this useful handbook, which will 
now reach many more teachers. It will be available 
from the PSP offices from March 2014. 

 
NST CAPS Booklets 

 

The PSP’s ‘Hands-on-Environment Project’ brings 
learners to the Edith Stephens Wetland Park for 
environmental activities and learning.  Teachers are 
invited to book a day for their learners, which will be 
jointly facilitated by the PSP (Wendy) and the 
teachers.  
 
Book your place for this term: Gcobisa Tel: 021 691 9039 

 

 
 

Grade 5 children from Harvester Primary investigating 

and building bird’s nests 

 

 
 
 
 

PSP’s Matter and Materials booklets for 
Grades 4, 5 & 6 English and Afrikaans will be 
available to order for next term.  Teachers 
know that these booklets deal with all the 
topics in the new CAPS curriculum for the 
Intermediate Phase. They provide guidance to 
teachers on how to teach the contents and 
investigations practically, AND how to assess 
the school-based practical work.  
 

Order your materials here: 
http://www.psp.org.za/materials/pricelist-a-
order-form?view=orderform 

 

 

http://www.psp.org.za/materials/pricelist-a-order-form?view=orderform
http://www.psp.org.za/materials/pricelist-a-order-form?view=orderform
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SENIOR PHASE CAPS 
IMPLEMENTATION THIS YEAR 

 

With the Senior Phase implementation of the new 
CAPS curriculum this year, the PSP is supporting 
Grade 7 teachers with practical hands-on activities 
to assist them to become familiar with the CAPS 
contents and concepts, but also to build confidence 
in how to teach them in an experiential way. In 
science it is not enough to talk through important 
concepts with children, they need to experience it 
themselves first-hand! 

The PSP believes it is essential that learners must 
DO the investigations themselves as far as possible, 
using equipment available. The PSP also believes 
that children deserve a rich and varied programme 
of practical activities as part of their science 
education. This provides them with the motivation, 
knowledge and skills needed to progress to higher 
education, into careers in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) and to 
become scientifically literate citizens. 

        
 

Teachers at a Grade 7 workshop in the South District on 

Saturday, 25th January 2014 take a closer look at the 

reproductive parts of a flower.  
 

 

Teachers 

investigate human 

variation by 

measuring the 

circumference of 

the head, drawing 

graphs and 

writing an 

investigative 

report. 
 
  

   

 

NOTICE OF 
PSP MATHS INDABA 

 

Sat 1 March 2014: 9:00 

 
Specialist Maths guests will present:  

 

 two 1 - hour sessions of 

 exciting Mathematics with 

 wonderful ideas and 

 practical activities  

 to implement in class. 
 

The event will end with 30 minutes of 
mental maths activities presented by PSP.  

 

Prizes will be awarded. 
  

BOOK YOUR SEAT NOW! 
Phone Gcobisa @ 021 6919039 
Edith Stephens Wetland Park 

 

 
 

The essence of mathematics is not to make simple things 
complicated, but to make complicated things simple.  
S. Gudder. 
 

The PSP believes that children need to be prepared 
early for maths & science learning, at the primary 
school level.  
Teachers must try to ‘hook’ children at age 8 – 10 by 
exposing them to ‘fun’ maths & science 
experiences, so that they can develop 
understanding. This helps to maintain their interest 
as they go into high school. 
 Preparation in maths & science starts with exciting 
children. Like everything else in life a child's skills 
and confidence in working with maths & science 
concepts will improve with daily practice, support 
and encouragement.  
 

‘I advise children to listen carefully the moment they 
decide to take no more maths courses.  
They might be able to hear the sound of closing doors.’ 
James Caballero. 

Invitation to  
 Foundation and Intermediate 

Phase teachers  


