
 
 

Dear Colleagues and friends in education 
 

A new year always brings new possibilities, new hope 

and new energy to help us achieve our best and to make 

a real difference in the lives and future prospects of 

our children. At the PSP we hope 2011 brings us all 

renewed motivation and lots more fun in our work!  

Welcome back to school! 
The PSP has a new look 
Did you notice our new Newsletter design? This new 

look will be reflected on the covers of our resource 

materials in future and also on our PSP website. The 

PSP brand is growing! 

Course Programme for 2011 
A full course programme has been planned for this year 

arising from the input and suggestions from the more 

than 100 teachers who attended the PSP’s Annual Mass 

Planning Forum. Please note: 

• More Maths / Numeracy courses this year 

• Social Sciences courses are back! 
 

We’ve planned a total of 187 hours of professional 

development contact time with teachers in the Natural 

Sciences and Environment, Mathematics & Numeracy, 

Language & Literacy and Social Sciences.  

See the PSP Programme of Courses for 2011 inside 

this Newsletter and also on our website.  

Please note: ALL PSP courses will be run in 

line with the new CAPS curriculum.  
 

With good wishes from us all at the PSP: Mascha, 
Zorina, Rose, Gcobisa, Nadiema, Viv, Nocawe, Sandra 
and Nandi.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

TEACHERS PLANNED EXCITING 

COURSES FOR 2011 AT THE  

ANNUAL MASS PLANNING FORUM 
 

 

Many teachers participated in the PSP Annual Mass 

Planning Forum hosted on 13 October last year. 

Teachers held animated discussions in their 

different venues and made decisions about the 

priority topics for PSP courses in each of the 

subjects Natural Sciences and Environment, 

Mathematics / Numeracy, Language / Literacy and 

Social Sciences for this year.  
 

 
 

Maths Teachers discussed issues / problems at schoo l 
and decided on PSP courses for 2011. 
 

 
Language and Literacy teachers deliberated on their  
choices for PSP courses for this year. 

THIS ISSUE 
� Exciting new Course Programme for 2011  
� PSP Facilitators qualified as Mentors and 

Coaches 
� The National Heritage Council funds exciting PSP 

materials development 
� New joint project on the horizon for PSP 
� Brand new PSP language materials 
� Zenex Spark Project active in 4th term 
� Congrats to the City on clearing the Water 

Hyacinth  
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Social Sciences teachers made their decisions too. 
 

Social Sciences 

Good news is that the PSP will once again be offering 

Social Sciences courses in 2011.  Ruth Versfeld will 

be back and Barbara Johannesson will offer the 

grade 7 history course on the American Revolution 

and Democracy.  Check out the Programme of 

Courses with this newsletter for details.  
 

Mathematics / Numeracy 

The PSP will collaborate with MEPP (Maths Education 

Primary Programme) this year and we have scheduled 

extra Numeracy and Mathematics courses.  
 

We have also scheduled a PSP MATHS INDABA / 

CONFERENCE for Foundation and Intermediate 

Phase teachers on Saturday 26 March at the 

PSP. Details will follow. 
 

Our full programme of courses starts on Tuesday 1 

Feb with a three-session course on Sustainable 
Living and Climate Change for Grades 4 – 7 teachers.  
 

Please note that all the PSP courses will be in line 

with the new CAPS curriculum.  

 

 

UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH WEST 

ACCREDITS THE PSP STAFF AS 

MENTORS AND COACHES 
 
 

We are very pleased to announce that the PSP 

Facilitators all completed a University of the North 

West accredited course over five days in early 

December on Mentorship and Coaching.  

As we emphasized in our last PSP News, mentoring 

and coaching are very powerful strategies in 

supporting teachers. Our staff are now officially 

qualified in this approach, which infuses our PSP 

work. Some staff members of MEPP as well as 

Marlene Rousseau joined us for the five-day course 

at the PSP.  This course was enjoyed by all.  

 

 

PSP CLUSTER WORK EXCITES 

FOUNDATION PHASE TEACHERS 
 

 

The PSP Cluster Project is currently working in two 

Districts: North and the Overberg. The practical 

nature of the work sessions with the Foundation 

Phase teachers during the last term of 2010 caused 

excitement as teachers found new ways to integrate 

natural sciences investigations with literacy and 

numeracy. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Foundation Phase teachers from the North District cl uster 
observing plants at a workshop held at Helderberg 
Primary. 
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An Intermediate Phase teacher from the North Distric t 
Cluster completing ‘life cycles’ at a workshop . 
 
In the PSP Cluster Project the Facilitators are 

currently working with 83 Intermediate Phase and 

over 100 Foundation Phase teachers at fourteen 

primary schools 

 

 
 

.  
Grade 6 learners from Gardenia Primary School showi ng off their 
work during a school visit. 
 

 

The PSP Facilitators did not offer class visits in the 

Cluster Project during the last term of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NATIONAL HERITAGE COUNCIL 

FUNDS EXCITING NEW 

PSP MATERIALS DEVELOPMENT 
 
 

The National Heritage Council (NHC) has funded the 

PSP to develop a new resource called “The Story of 
Life on Earth”. This is a set of seventeen full-colour 
A3 sized cards showing the development of all life on 

Earth.  It also comes with a Teachers’ Guide.  
 

The PSP published a teachers’ handbook on the topic 

Fossils and Evolution last year. The NHC funding 
allowed us to translate this handbook into Afrikaans 

and also to complement it with a new classroom 

resource to engage learners. 
 

The development of this resource draws on the PSP’s 

extensive work with teachers on this topic over the 

past few years.  These activities work well in class.  

Senior phase and FET teachers have assured us that 

they could use this resource in their classes too.  

We hope to publish this resource in March this year.  
 

 
 

Teachers and learners have been using their own car ds to 
construct a timeline to show the development of all  life on Earth.  
 

 
 

Teachers at many workshops have tried these practic al activities 
to show how fossils are formed. 
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NEW JOINT PROJECT ON THE 

HORIZON FOR PSP 

In partnership with MEPP and UWC 
 
 

The PSP will start a new project this year; mentoring 

first-time teachers, who qualified at UWC 

(University of the Western Cape) last year. 
 

The National Education policy has identified the 

main role players in its Integrated Teacher 
Development Plan. They are the HEIs (Universities), 
Education Districts and NGOs. The HEIs are the 

main providers of pre-service teacher education. The 

Education Districts monitor and support teachers 

and schools with policy and implementation. The 

NGOs are involved in in-service training and support 

of teachers. The three role players working 

together can be seen as a community of practice, 

each with its core function. 
 

The PSP Mentorship Project aims to bring together 

these stakeholders in a partnership project. They 

are: UWC, the relevant WCED Districts and two 

NGOs, PSP and MEPP.  Our intention is to mentor a 

maximum of 20 first-time primary school teachers 

trained at UWC. This will be a pilot project, it will 

run over two years and will be researched by UWC 

Hon. or M Ed students.  
 

We hope to develop a First-time Teachers’ Handbook 
from the learnings in this project. Watch this space! 
 

 

ZENEX-SPARK PROJECT 
 

During Term 4 of 2010, we were able to provide a 

Literacy workshop for Foundation Phase teachers 

and we were also able to offer classroom support to 

the Intermediate Phase teachers.  
 

 

 
 

Although this is always a very busy term, we are 

happy to report that our visits were welcomed. We 

were able to help the teachers prepare their 

learners for the systemic tests. 
 
 

Schools and the local community will again 

be able to enjoy the rich birdlife at 

Edith Stephens Wetland Park  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

the City, 

management and 

staff of ESWP 

 

 
 

 

 

A NEW LANGUAGE BOOK 

TO LOOK OUT FOR 

 

We are proud to announce 

that we have produced 

another language book 

especially for Intermediate 

Phase teachers. This book 

focuses on Language across 

the curriculum. It has lots of 

ideas for integrating topics 

from other curriculum areas into Language work. 

 

 

Then...  

Now! 

 


